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Ethiopia 


State Council Statement on Eritrean Lowlanders 
EA1602134189 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1720 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Text] Listeners, next we present the full text of the 
Statement issued by the PDRE State Council on the 
formation of a higher commission [word indistinct] to 
implement the national peace call. 


That our country, Ethiopia, in which various nationali- 
ties reside in a spirit of fraternity and unity, has an 
ancient heritage of civilization is attested to by many 
historians. Ethiopia has a history of ancient governments 
within the region of Africa in which it is located. It is 
known that Ethiopia has protected its independence 
throughout the anticolonialist struggle and, above all, 
has been regarded as an example by the people of Africa 
and others by virtue of the energetic anticolonialist 
struggle and infallible vigilance of its people. 


Ethiopia not only possesses a prestigious history and 
heritage but also extensive and varied natural resources. 
In general, it is a country endowed with a desirable 
strategic location long desired by outsiders, wealth, tra- 
ditions and conditions conducive to social development. 
Our country, with its ancient history of civilization, and 
endowed with natural resources, is today a country in 
which discrimination between nationalities, and on the 
basis of religion, sex, and the like is no longer practiced. 
Moreover, its people are currenily engaged in 2 major 
struggle to free themselves from backwardness by estab- 
lishing the type of popular political administration 
essential to ensuring that the rights of all citizens are 
respected and balanced growth is achieved in all regions 


The Ethiopian broad masses have jointly overcome the 
various obstacles encountered and laid down founda- 
tions for development by taking notable democratic 
steps. With the popular measures it has taken so far to 
bring about balanced development for all the people and 
all parts of the country, the Ethiopian revolution has 
achieved notable and encouraging results. A few of the 
tangible examples are: land has been distributed to the 
masses of the peasants, formerly serfs; by virtue of the 
efforts made to make available basic literacy education 
to about 90 percent of our society in 15 ethnic languages, 
the prerevolution illiteracy rate of 93 percent was 
reduced to 25 percent; the equality of nationalities has 
been guaranteed and a structure has been set up for a 
people’s democratic republic under which all the people 
will be able to administer themselves with equality. 


The Ethiopian people are taking collective action out of 
their sincere desire to live fulfilled lives by pursuing their 
voyage to development to the end. The courageous 
citizens of all nationalities have repeatedly affirmed 
their strong unity by virtue of their sacrifices and the 
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results achieved in defending their country and revolu- 
tion. It is clear to all genuine citizens that the founda- 
tions consolidated by means of our joint struggle and 
sacrifice and serving as guarantees for our development, 
can be further strengthened and made fruitful when 
every citizen performs a task beneficial to himself and 
the nation in a state of peace, and when our country’s 
wealth is utilized for development. 


In order to reach their current level of development, the 
broad masses of Ethiopia had to overcome many obsta- 
cles. Even so, for them to benefit from their sacrifices, to 
consolidate the fruits of their labor and sacrifice, and to 
fully benefit from their rights, the problems facing them 
must be overcome. They must have stability and peace. 


The main obstacle to peace and the Ethiopia people’s 
development is the problem in the northern part of our 
country. This problem, which our revolution inherited 
from the defunct system, has resulted in the spilling of the 
innocent blood of many Ethiopians and the waste of a large 
amount of national wealth and property. Since it jeopar- 
dizes the existence and development of Ethiopia and her 
people, it is of extreme concern to all genuine citizens. 


As stated at the ninth regular session of the WPE Central 
Committee by Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secre- 
tary general of the Central Committee, president of the 
PDRE, and commander in chief of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces, the fact that we spend up to 50 percent of 
our national budget on dealing with the destructive 
situation in the northern part of our country is saddening 
and regrettable. Had it not been necessary to spend this 
large amount of money preserving national unity and 
peace, we would clearly have benefited much more by 
using it on development. 


The Ethiopian revolution realized from the outset the 
seriousness of the problem. It has made repeated efforts 
within the country and abroad to solve it peacefully. 
Policy resolutions have been adopted and peace calls 
issued so that our Ethiopian compatriots, who are suf- 
fering in deserts and languishing abroad because of the 
Eritrean problem, which has existed for many years, can 
resume peaceful lives and benefit from the rights granted 
them by the revolution. Numerous efforts have been 
made at open and clandestine forums to secure peace. 


At its first historic session, the National Shengo, which is 
the people’s organ of supreme power established under 
the constitution approved by popular referendum, 
appealed for an end to bloodshed. It said that all those 
who had not had a chance to benefit from the suitable 
conditions created by the revolution should resume 
peaceful lives and benefit fully from their rights by 
participating in the democratic struggle for national 
construction. The Shengo’s peace call applies to all those 
compatriots who live apart from their society, far from 
their country, who are directly or indirectly engaged in 
destructive acts that hurt their country and compatriots. 
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Quite a number have accepted the repeated peace calls 
made by the people of Ethiopia by resuming peaceful 
lives, thus benefitting themselves and their country. 
[2-minute passage lost through power cut at this point] 


The response from our compatriots, who believe their right 
to live in peace in the new Ethiopia will be respected like 
that of other Ethiopians, reflects the fact that the lowlan- 
ders of Eritrea want self-administration and the creation of 
an administrative situation under which they will be 
directly under the central government. So it is accepted 
that their response will contribute to peace. 


In accordance with our constitution, the democratic and 
equal rights of the Eritrear lowlanders have been given 
appropriate attention, and this question will be pre- 
sented to the National Shengo. The Ethiopian people’s 
efforts to work together to overcome backwardness and 
to achieve a high standard of living just as others have 
done, and the response to the people's decisive call for 
peace deserve to go down in the annals of history in 
subsequent generations. 


As repeatedly stated, the objectives of the Ethiopian 
revolution—peace, development and unity—are being 
clearly implemented. Efforts are under way to get our 
compatriots, who are suffering in exile in other coun- 
tries, where they are regarded as second-class citizens, to 
return to the country that honors their rights, the country 
for which they long. We are trying to get those who are 
bent on destructive missions, which squander the wealth 
of the country and the people and shed the blood of 
brothers for nothing, to return to a peaceful life and 
involve themselves in work of which the country and the 
whole community can be proud. We want our compatri- 
ots who are victims of natural disasters and who have 
been dispersed to rehabilitate themselves. 


In general, we seek peace for the whole country. We want 
every citizen to benefit from his rights. Therefore, these 
efforts will be further intensified and pushed forward. 


Giving special consideration to this national issue, the 
PDRE State Council has passed a decree establishing a 
national higher commission to implement the national 
peace call. The commission will be responsible for the 
matter and will coordinate it. 


As specifically stated by the first session of the National 
Shengo, the task of the Higher Commission will be to 
implement the popular peace call that has been repeat- 
edly made. So that it can discharge its responsibilities 
properly, it will have a high commissioner, commission- 
ers, council and, if necessary, branch officers who will be 
appointed by the president of the republic. Membership 
of the council will include the high commissioner, com- 
missioners, academics, distinguished individuals, elders, 
and other members who will be named by the president 
of the republic. 
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We trust that all those who really stand for peace will 
cooperate in an appropriate fashion with the national 
high commissioner so that the peace call can been 
implemented. We believe this will be a big coniribution 
to solving the problem that has caused the death of many 
people, the destruction of much wealth, and the suffering 
in exile of our citizens. We believe it will do much to 
utilize the many resources, which are now squandered on 
war, in a constructive way and improve the people’s 
standard of living. Ethiopia first! 


Eritrean Rebels Offer Negotiations ‘Points’ 
LD1702121189 Kuwait KUNA in English 1109 GMT 
17 Feb 89 


[Text] Abu Dhabi, Feb 17 (KUNA) The Eritrean Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front, EPLF, has offered four major 
points to serve as basis for any negotiations with Ethio- 
pia over the future of Eritrea. 


EPLF representative in Abu Dhabi, Ahmad Haj Ali, told 
KUNA today that his Front was of the view that any 
Eritrean-Ethiopean dialogue should be conducted with- 
out any pre-conditions from either sides and must be 
carried out in full publicity. 


(?He said) such a dialogue also has to be attended by 
(?neutral observers) and its final objectives should be the 
realisation of lasting peaceful settlement in Eritrea on 
legal guarantees under the United Nations and the two 
superpowers’ sponsorship. 


Ali, who was apparantly responding to recent reports on 
Sudanese mediation to bring the Eritreans and Ethio- 
peans together, said the Ethiopean side had aborted the 
Sudanese endeavour by insisting on carrying the dia- 
logue behind closed doors. 


He said his Front was fully appreciating Sudan’s efforts, 
but at the same time the EPLF has the right to speak out 
its viewpoint frankly on the destiny of the people whom 
it was leading his struggle. 


EPLF Destroys 9 Aircraft in 17 Feb Raid | 
EA 1802133189 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 0630 GMT 18 Feb 89 


[Text] Commando units of the heroic EPLF People’s 
Army, in collaboration with the AFAR Liberation Front 
{as heard], have scored a great victory over the Dergue 
government at Dubti on the Aseb-Addis Ababa road. In 
the successful operation, carried out yesterday from 
1320 and completed in less than | hour, our commando 
units and combatants of the AFAR Liberation Front set 
ablaze 9 aircraft and also destroyed 120 vehicles, | 
pharmaceuticals factory, | electric generating station, 3 
large gasoline tankers, and garages. WPE offices were 
also burned out. The nine aircraft were two Mi-24 
helicopter gunships, two Antonovs, one DC-3, and four 
other small aircraft. 


FBIS-AFR-89-033 
21 February 1989 


After completing this victorious attack, which is of great 
military, political and strategic significance, our com- 
mandos and the combatants of the AFAR Liberation 
Front returned safely to base. 


Claim 80 Troops Killed 
EA1702104889 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 0630 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Eritrean People’s Liberation Army forces and 
members of our [word indistinct] force have attacked a 
Dergue force that was moving from Adi Kekemezan to 
(?Derb via Mai) in northwestern Hamasen Province. In 
the fighting, which took place 3 days ago, the Dergue 
forces lost 161 soldiers in all: 80 killed, 70 wounded, and 
11 captured. They were forced to retreat leaving behind 
38 weapons of various types. The commander of the 
company, (Jambo Geleta), was killed during the fighting. 


In another development, a Dergue force moving from 
May Dema to Tsaida Adi (?via) (Medri) toward (Sebera) 
District in western Seraye Province on 13 February, was 
repulsed by our territorial forces and lost 15 soldiers 
killed and wounded and one gun. 


Tigray Rebels Report Government Retreat 


Claim Capture of Seleklaka 
EA1602182589 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 0400 GMT 
16 Feb 89 


[Text] In a lightning attack at 0500 yesterday code- 
named (Dagma Howzin), the heroic TPLF [Tigray Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front] forces gained control of the town 
of Seleklaka, which was the headquarters of the 9th, 
16th, and 604th Divisions, and also inflicted heavy 
losses of men and material on the enemy. 


The main aim of the attack, which took place from 0500 on 
15 February, was to preempt an attack by the WPE regime 
on the people of Tigray and our revolution and to halt the 
preparations by destroying the divisions deployed to carry 
Out repeated atrocities against our people. 


In the attack carried out by our heroic forces between 
(Akab Saat) and (Boyta), under the code-name (Dagma 
Howzin) and the slogar; Let Us Detonate the Dergue’s 
Explosives While They are Still in Their Hands, they also 
gained control of (Gibtsawit) and (Goyitan), which are 
places of great military significance. Although the main 
attacks were on the enemy’s 9th and 16th Divisions, our 
forces also destroyed the [word indistinct] brigade of the 
4th Division when they gained control of (Guoitan). As 
you know, the 9th and 16th brigades [as heard] have 
suffered repeated destructive blows and have had to be 
reinforced many times. 


Further details of the heavy losses in men and material 
inflicted during this devastating attack will be broadcast 
in subsequent bulletins. 
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Cite Shire Front Offensive 
EA 1802211189 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Tigrina to Ethiopia 1545 GMT 
18 Feb 89 


[Text] The WPE [Workers Party of Ethiopia] troops 
stationed in Adigrat Town and surrounding areas [north- 
ern Tigray] have withdrawn to Asmera. The troops were 
frightened by the devastating offensive of the heroic 
People’s Army of the Tigray People’s Liberation Front 
{[TPLF} against the decadent troops on the Shire Front. 
The enemy troops, which retreated to Asmera, consist of 
the 15th and 115th Brigades of the ground forces and 
force of the 1033th [as heard] Commando Brigade. The 
troops left Adigrat yesterday [!7 February]. 


The 14th anniversary of the TPLF armed struggle was 
marked today, 18 February, in the liberated areas, in 
TPLF offices abroad, and by supporters of the Tigray 
revolution. 


Claim Victory at Inda Silase 
EA2102083589 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 1500 GMT 
20 Feb 89 


[Text] In a victorious mopping-up operation on 19 
February to liquidate four divisions of the 604th Corps 
comprising about 12,000 WPE troops in the town of 
Inda Silase in Shire Province, the heroic forces of the 
Tigray People’s Liberation Front [TPLF] successfully 
wound up the strategic offensive they launched on 28 
December. Continuing their thunderous offensive on 
(Akab Seat) and Maray between 28 and 31 December, 
our heroic forces demolished 7,000 WPE troops. Our 
forces then stepped up the offensive and demolished 
another 9,000 WPE troops on 10 January and, by virtue 
of their offensive on the enemy at Seleklaka on 15 
February, of whom over 5,000 were mopped up, paved 
the way for the liquidation of the enemy on this front. 


In the miraculous attack launched on the eve of 19 
February 1989 between 0200 and 1800—a date coincid- 
ing with the 14th anniversary of the founding of the 
TPLF—in 16 hours of unremitting fighting, our Marxist- 
Leninist people's forces totally demolished the weakened 
and dispirited WPE forces, whose remnants were routed 
and fled towards Gonder. Our forces are pursuing and 
mopping up those fascist remnants fleeing in disarray 
[words indistinct]. 


In the course of the miraculous offensive launched by the 
heroic people’s forces of the TPLF, the heroic forces of 
the EPLF quickly rallied to the scene and (?participated) 
with the TPLF. This participation reflects that the 
mutual support between the two organizations, which 
began last year, has accelerated, and represents a highly 
useful political and military turn of events. 
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In spite of the fact that after each offensive mounted 
against them, the fascist WPE forces have tried to bolster 
their demolished divisions by (?reinforcing them), the only 
result of their futile attempts was further losses of (7hun- 
dreds) of troops, which did not and will not enable the 
enemy to ward off the strong arm of our people’s forces. 


Libya’s Jabir Arrives After Djibouti Visit 
LD1702101489 Tripoli JANA in Arabic 0715 GMT 
17 Feb 89 


[Text] Addis Ababa 17 Al-Nawwar, [February] (JANA)}— 
Colonel Abu Bakr Yunis Jabir arrived in Addis Ababa last 
night on a visit to the Republic of Ethiopia. He was 
welcomed upon arrival by the Workers Party of Ethiopia 
Central Committee member and minister of defense. 


Colonel Abu Bakr Yunis Jabir left Djibouti this evening 
[as heard] following a visit during which he conferred 
with Djibouti President Gouled Aptidon Hassan as well 
as the Djibouti prime minister, foreign minister, and 
defense minister. The meeting dealt with the existing 
relations of brotherhood between the Great Jamahiriyah 
and Djibouti and the pan-Arab effort being exerted by 
the brother leader of the revolution to unite the Arab 
nation from the Atlantic Ocean to the Arabian Gulf. In a 
statement to Djibouti Television, Colonel Abu Bakr 
Yunis Jabir stressed that his visit fell within the frame- 
work of the mission entrusted to him by the brother 
leader of the revolution to call upon the Arab countries 
of the Sahel to create a Sahel Arab Union that will 
protect the southern part of the Arab Homeland in the 
Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean areas in an effort to 
consolidate the unitary steps under way between Arab 
countries from the Atlantic Ocean to the Arabian Gulf. 
Colonel Abu Bakr Yunis Jabir stressed that the current 
unitary steps in the Arab homeland reaffirm that there is 
an untiring effort and a harmonious movement among 
the brethren to bring closer the establishment of compre- 
hensive Arab unity. 


Colonel Abu Bakr Yunis Jabir pointed out that during 
his tour to Oman, the PDRY, Somalia, and Djibouti, he 
had found a positive reaction to and a welcome for the 
project of the Arab Union proposed by the brother leader 
of the revolution, pointing out that the leaders of these 
countries had stressed the importance of the brother 
leader of the revolution’s call to create a union of the 
countries of the sahel, a matter which will protect the 
southern part of the Arab homeland and create more 
harmony between the countries of the Arab homeland’s 
southern front. He stressed that the republic of Djibouti 
has welcomed the project of the Arab Union that has 
been proposed by the brother leader of the revolution 
and added: I have renewed the invitation to President 
Gouled Hassan to visit the Great Jamahiriyah in order to 
examine with his brothers the leaders of Arab countries 
the project of the Arab union during the festivities 
marking the 20th anniversary of the great Fatih revolu- 
tion, which will be a big occasion for a fruitful Arab 
unionist gathering. 
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Colonel Abu Bakr Yunis Jabir praised the relations of 
brotherhood between the sons of the one Arab people in 
Great Jamahiriyah and Djibouti and stressed that they 
are characterized by strong bondage and a spirit of 
brotherhood, pointing out that the Great Jamahiriyah 
will not hesitate to give support and assistance to Dyi- 
bouti and effectively contribute to the advancement and 
the progress of the Arab people in Djibouti. Colonel Abu 
Bakr Jabir concluded his statement to Djibouti Televi- 
sion by underi.ning the need for Arab countries to 
consolidate and support the Republic of Djibouti and 
pursue the Arabization program, a matter which would 
allow the Republic of Djibouti to effectively contribute 
towards Arab causes. 


Received by Mengistu 
EA1702220789 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
today received a message from the leader of Libya, 
Brother Mu‘ammer al-Qadhdhafi, delivered by Colonel 
Abu Bakr Yunis Jabir, chief of general staff of Libya, 
during a ceremony at the president's special office at the 
Council of State. The centered on the friendship 
and relations between the PDRE and Libya. Comrade 
President Mengistu Haile Mariam held extensive talks 
with Col Abu Bakr Yunis Jabir on the contents of the 
Libyan leader's message and the situation in Africa and 
the Middle East. 


Kenya 


President Moi Warns Against Police Brutality 
EA1702185389 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 17 Fel 89 


[Excerpt] His Excellency, President Daniel arap Moi, 
said today that the government will not allow anyone to 
be tortured while in police custody. The president noted 
that the government will not protect anyone engaging in 
torturing suspects in custody, adding that whoever does 
so will face the law like anybody else. President Moi was 
addressing the nation from Kenya Police College, 
Kiganjo, in Nyeri District, where he was the guest of 
honor at a passing-out parade for police recruits. 


He told the police force to write full reports in the event 
of a suspect dying in custody so that the fuss could be 
clear to all concerned. President Moi disclosed that a few 
disloyal elements were discrediting the government by 
giving false reports to their foreign masters about the 
human 1:2*s situation in Kenya. He added that Kenya 
needs peace, love, and unity in order to forge ahead with 
development, and was fully committed to the protection 
of human rights of all. 
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President Moi further pointed out that personal disci- 
pline was very vital in the conduct of public servants. He 
said public servants could drink responsibly and there 
was no need to issue directives so long as those con- 
cerned did not drink at the expense of their duties. 


[passage omitted] 


President Moi Returns From FRG, France 
EA150.7132689 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Summary] President Moi arrived home this morning 
after successful official visits to the FRG and France. 


Court Hears of 1987 Libyan Assassination Plot 
EA1702141689 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
17 Febpl 


{Article by Vincent Mwangi] 


[Excerpt] The man who staged a dramatic escape from 
prison authorities at the Nairobi Law Courts in November 
1987, yesterday told of a Libyan plot to assassinate Presi- 
dent Moi at his Kabarak home on October 27, 1987. 


Peter Musabi Kihingu, who is already serving a 10-year 
jail term for robbery, said in court that the Libyan 
Embassy in Nairobi had approached him to carry out the 
assassination, but that he refused. In November, he said, 
he was arrested and remanded at the Nairobi Industrial 
Area Remand Prison where two men he identified as 
Ismail Ab-Assad and Rawa Ismail later visited him and 
allegedly blamed his misfortune on his rejection of the 
assasination plot. “They promised to have me released if 
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1 could carry out their plot,” he told a senior resident 
magistrate, Mr Francis Mabele. “Having weighed the 
circumstances I agreed to their arrangements,”’ he said. 


Mr Mabele is hearing a case in which Kihingu is charged 
with robbery, escaping from the custody of prison offic- 
ers and stealing a gun. Yesterday, when his case resumed 
after the court had earlier ruled he had a case to answer, 
Kihingu claimed his escape from the law-courts on 
November 18, 1987 had been facilitated >y a lawyer and 
a prisons officer. Kihingu said Mr Owinc Opiyo, a high 
court advocate he is alleged to have rodbed of a car 
during the escape, and Prisons Superintendent Charles 
Muraya Thuo, then the officer in charge of security at the 
Industrial Area Remand and Reallocation Camp, helped 
his escape. [passage omitted] 


Somalia 


Navy Seizes 4 Pakistani Fishing Boats, Crew 
EA1602215989 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1850 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] A report from a SONNA reporter in Bari Region 
says that units of the Somali Navy and Coastal Guard 
yesterday seized four boats belonging to the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan, which were illegally fishing Somali 
waters in the Caluula district of Bari Region. The boats 
were carrying 80 tonnes of assorted fish and had a crew 
of 76 on board. The report adds that the Pakistani boats 
were 4 of 16 fishing boats, 12 of which escaped capture. 
The four seized boats are now in the hands of the SDR 
security forces in Bari Region. 
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SWAPO Welcomes UN Decision on Resolution 435 
MB1702162089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1500 GMT 17 feb 89 


[Text] A spokesman for the internal wing of SWAPO, Mr 
Daniel Tsongarero, said in Windhoek that his organiza- 
tion welcomed the decision by the Security Council and 
the prospects of implementation of Resolution 435. He 
said the SWAPO leadership cadre would decide next 
week on a meeting to discuss its course of action and that 
he expected that members of the SWAPO hierarchy 
would arrive in Windhoek within the first 6 weeks of the 
date of implementation. 


Our political news staff in Windhoek reports that the 
official election campaign will begin in earnest on | July, 
but that several political meetings will be held before 
then to test voter opinion. 


Namibian Withdrawa! To Boost Spending 
MB1702154089 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] The military withdrawal! from Namibia will lead 
to an increase in defense expenditure for South Africa, 
rather than a decrease. So says the chief of army staff 
financing, (Admiral Burt Bekker), who has briefed the 
press on the defense vote in the additional appropriation 
in Cape Town. He says the implementation of UN 
resolution 435 will eventually bring about a break-even 
point in the next financial year, before it leads to a 
reduction in operating costs. He said in the current 
1988-89 financial year, the South African withdrawal 
will bring about an escalation of 17 million rand, being 
mostly the expense of transportation and relocation costs 
to transfer personnel. 


Commentary Rejects Interference in Namibia 
MB2002053089 Johannesburg Fomestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 20 Feb 89 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] The independence process for South-West Africa 
is back on track after a hiccup. The hiccup came at the 
United Nations where there was a lengthy wrangle about 
the size and funding of the United Nations team that will 
monitor the transition to independence. 


Late last week, the Security Council finally approved the 
size of this team, to be known as the United Nations 
Transition Assistance Group, or UNTAG. The next 
important step in the independence process comes on 22 
February when the transitional government of South- 
West Africa will step down. This will pave the way for 
the administrator general and the United Nations special 
representative to take over the administration of the 
territory as provided for in the peace agreement signed in 
New York in December. 
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The formal start of the transition phase comes on | April 
with the implementation of Resolution 435. November | 
will be a red-letter day for the people of South-West 
Africa; that is the day for the pre-independence elec- 
tions, the free and fair elections referred to in Resolution 
435. The elections will be for a constituent assembly, 
which will have the responsibility of drawing up a 
constitution for an independent Namibia. Thus, the 
people of South-West Africa will themselves decide on 
the form of government they want, as well as who they 
want to govern them. 


As this democratic process unfolds, there wiil in-vitably 
be heightened speculation on the final outcome. Media 
correspondents at the United Nations and elsewhere are 
already pouring out propaganda that assumes that 
SWAPO will automatically form the first independence 
governrnent. However, such evaluations are premature. 
There is no conclusive proof that SWAPO has majority 
support among the people of South-West Africa. More- 
over, the support that the internal democratic parties 
have built up amongst the electorate through the many 
years of patient nation building must also be taken into 
account. SWAPO has a long history not only of terrorist 
airocities committed against the people, but also of 


obstructionism of independence plans. 


Even at this late stage, SWAPO is continuing on its 
destructive path, inter alia, by violating the spirit of the 
New York peace agreement of December by maintaining 
a heavy build up of its terrorist forces in southern 
Angola. The impact of the many years of obstructionism, 
terrorism, and destructive political maneuvering by 
SWAPO must stil! be tested at the ballot box. 


Predictions in South Africa that SWAPO will win the 
elections could, therefore, well be misleading. To the 
extent that political parties in South Africa seek to 
exploit the political situation in South-West Africa in 
order to promote their cause amongst the South African 
electorate, this must be seen as interference in the 
domestic affairs of South-West Africa. 


Although not yet independent, the democratic process of 
self-determination is now being put into motion in 
South-West Africa, and it should be allowed to continue 
without interference from outside political parties. That 
process provides that the people will themselves decice 
on their future. How they go about reaching that decision 
should not be used as an extension of the party political 
contest in South Africa. 


Pik Botha Talks With Ciskei, Transkei Officials 
MB1702150789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1454 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 17 SAPA—South African For- 
eign Minister Pik Botha visited East London today to 
hold discussions with representatives of the Ciskeian 
and Transkeian governments, SABC radio news reports. 
His visit follows a period of strained relations between 
Ciskei and Transkei. 
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Mr Botha conducted lengthy talks with President Len- 
nox Sebe and Ciskei and other Ciskeian officials before 
commencing talks later today with a Transkeian delega- 
tion led by Foreign Minister Roy Keswa. 


Further on Talks 
MB1702160389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1549 GMT 17 Feb 8&9 


[Text] Cape Town February 17 SAPA—The Ciskei gov- 
ernment has withdrawn its demand that Transkeian 
citizens must leave the country by March 31. 


This undertaking was given to the South African minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs, Mr Pik Botha, during six hours of 
negotiation between the two independent Xhosa states 
and South Africa in East London today. 


In a statement issued by his office in Cape Town later, 
Mr Botha said the representatives of the three govern- 
ments met in a “friendly and understanding atmo- 
sphere” and agreed to hold further meetings to discuss 
matters of a security nature. 


Mr Botha met President Lennox Sebe and senior mem- 
bers of his government for lengthy talks with a view to 
bring about a relief of tension in the region. 


“It was an open and constructive exchange of views 
during which President Sebe indicated he had devoted 
his whole life to the preservation of peace and that, in the 
best interest of security in the region, he was willing to 
withdraw his statement regarding the departure of 
Transkeians from Ciskei.” 


This was subject to “the proposals made during the 
meeting” materialising. 


“We were able to reach an agreement on the proposed 
text of an undertaking between our respective govern- 
ments which will resolve the problem and restore a better 
understanding between the governments of the region.” 


Mr Botha’s talks with the Transkeian foreign minister, 
Brigadier E.R.G. Keswa, also led to the exchange of 
important proposed which, according to the Brigadier, 
would receive the urgent attention of his government 
and produce a response by February 28. 


Further on Mandela ‘Team’ Controversy 


ANC Urges Acceptance of Winnie 
MB1802155389 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 18 Feb 89 


[Text] The ANC has given its first official reaction to the 
controversy surrounding Winnie Mandela. In a statement 
released in Lusaka, the organization says Winnie Mandela 
has made mistakes, but it urges South African anti-apart- 
heid groups not to shun her. Mandela was publicly 
denounced on Thursday by anti-apartheid groups, which 
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accused her of dragging the family name into dishonor. 
The groups have linked her bodyguards with the abduction 
and the murder of teenage activist, Stompie Moeketsi. 
Police are also investigating her bodyguards in connection 
with the abduction and murder. The ANC has condemned 
the activities of the bodyguards, and said Mandela ignored 
their advice to disband the group. The statement calls on 
anti-apartheid groups to open their doors to Winnie Man- 
dela in the interest of the people and their struggle. 


Meanwhile, Winnie Mandela's whereabouts have been 
found out. She has not left South Africa as was speculated 
by two Johannesburg newspapers. A spokesman at her 
home in Soweto says she is home, but is not available for 
comment. The Afrikaans daily BEELD speculated that she 
had left South Africa, while the SATURDAY STAR 
reported that she had been advised to leave the country 
following recent publicity given to her team of bodyguards. 


Police Seize Vehicles 
MB1802110689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1101 GMT 18 Feb 89 


{Text} Pretoria Feb 18 SAPA—Police have seized a 30- 
seater bus alleged!y used by the so-called Mandela football 
club, “for the purpose for frrensic examination.” 


The bus had apparently been seized as apart of ongoing 
investigations in to the activities of the club and their 
alleged involvement in the abduction and murder of 
teenage activist Stompie Moeketsi Seipi. 


Police last week seized Mrs Mandela's minbus, also for 
forensic tests, after her driver was briefly detained and 
questioned. 


Chikane on Winnie Mandela, ‘Team’ 
MB1802170089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1655 GMT 18 Feb 8&9 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 18 SAPA—Speculation that 
Mrs Winnie Mandela, wife of jailed ANC ieader Nelson 
Mandela, had left the country was quashed today by Rev 
Frank Chikane, secretary general of the South African 
Council of Churches. Rev Chikane told SAPA this 
evening he had visited Mrs Mandela at her home in 
Soweto and she told him about her visit to her husband 
this week. 


Mr Chikane, a prominent anti-apartheid leader, said he 
was briefed on Mr Mandela's feeling about the contro- 
versy surrounding his wife which has led the Soweto 
community to ostracise her. 


Rev Chikane said Mr Mandela had advised that the 
youths—members of the controversial Mandela Football 
Club—staying with his wife be removed from the house. 
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The SACC secretary general said Mr Mandela hed taken 
the decision “to remove all the perceptions anc problems 
relating to the matter.” Arrangements would be made for 
the youths to be taken care of, he added. 


“I visited the Mandela family this morning and was 
given a report of Mandela's feeling about the crisis they 
are facing, and what action needs to be taken in relation 
to the people staying at the (Mandela) house,” Rev 
Chikane said. 


He also said a youth, Katiza Cebekhulu, who was 
reported missing allegedly in connection with the Man- 
dela affair, has been traced and “is available.” Mr 
Chikane said Katiza had been handed over to him 
(Chikane) and he was “making arrangements for his 
medical attention immediately.” 


Two newspapers, THE STAR and BEEL epor ed 
today Mrs Mandela may have left the coun: “pe ily 
to avoid facing charges related to the abduc and 
murder of a teenage activist, “Stompie” Moeketsi Seipi. 


BEELD said two air tickets had apparently been bought 
from an international airways in the name of Mandela. 
The newspaper added this could not be confirmed. THE 
STAR said Mrs Mandela had been advised to leave the 
country in the wake of widespread publicity cover her 
involvement with the “Mandela Football Club.” 


But a spokesman for Mrs Mandela's office said she had 
visited her brother in Pretoria. The spokesman added 
that Mrs Mandela has no passport. 


Mrs Mandela, widely respected in the Black community, 
has fallen out of favour with her people and the “mass 
democratic movement” announced this week she should 
be shunned. 


A statement read at a press conference by Senior UDF 
leader Mr Murphy Morobe said: “We are of the view 
that Mrs Mandela has abused the trust and confidence 
which she has enjoyed over the years. Often her practices 
have violated the spirit and ethos of the democratic 
movement.” 


Meanwhile, police have launched a murder investigation 
in connection with the “Mandela Football Club” and the 
team’s alleged involvement in the abduction and murder 
of 14-year-old Stompie. Police earlier this week 
impounded Mr Mandela's minibus for forensic tests. 


Chikane, Tambo on 
MB1802183089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1805 GMT 18 Feb 89 


{Excerpis] Johannesburg Feb 18 SAPA—Jailed ANC 
leader Nelson Mandela has advised his wife, Winnie, to 
remove members of her controversial “Mandela Foot- 
ball Club” still staying with her at her Soweto Home, 
Kev Frank Chikane, secretary-general of the SA Council 
of Churches said tonight. 
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Mr Chikane told a press conference in Johannesburg Mrs 
Mandela had said she will “co-operate” in removing the 
youths, linked to the adduction and murder of teenage 
activist “Stompie” Moeketsi Seipi. “I was happy that they 
have taken the word of Mr Mandela seriously,” Mr 
Chikane said. “I was with her this morning for about five 
hours.” 


Hc said Mr Mandela had advised his wife to remove the 
youths during a visit she paid him on Wednesday. 
[passage omitted] 


He also dismissed rumours that Mrs Mandela had left 
the country. “rumors in the press that she is leaving the 
country or her house are rumors spread by somebody. 
She has no passport to go away and is still at home,” he 
said. 


Kev Chikane said he also spoke to ANC Presideiit Oliver 
Tambo this morning. He said he agreed with Mr Tambo 
to make sure that there was “no more blood shed in this 
cuuntry.” 


“If the stories are true that somebody was killed, it is no 
solution to kill more. We have appealed to the commu- 
nity to act responsible and I feel the community needs to 
understand that. I don’t want to make any judgements.” 


Mr Chikane said he did not discuss the abduction and 
murder of Stompie with Mrs Mandela. “Whether it 
happened or not it is not my re: ponsibility to talk about 
that,” he said. 


Police Raid Mandela Home 
MB1902090789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0905 GMT 19 Feb 89 


{Text} Johannesburg Feb 19 SAPA—A group of police 
appear to be searching the Diepkloof Soweto home of Mrs 
Winnie Mandela, wife of jailed leader of the ANC Nelson 
Mandela, and taking fingerprints around the premises. 


The uniformed black and white policemen, and forensic 
experts, are said by people at Mrs Mandela's house, to 
have arrived as early as 4am (0200 GMT] today. 


A spokesman at the house said two youths staying with 
Mrs Mandela were taken away by the police. 


A police spokesman said today he was not able to com- 
ment. 


The scene resembles a family, moving house as large 
items of clothing, and biankets are strewn around the 
yard as the forensic men go about their business while 
police with rifles guard the house. 


The people in the house appear to be carrying on with 
their usual business and a smiling atid cheerful Mrs 
Mandela came out of the house to greet the group of 
photographers and cainera crew at the scene. 
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She offered them coffee and fruit juices. 


Police Seize Documents, C) sthing 
MB19021 12489 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 19 Feb 89 


[Text] A task force of police under the command of the 
deputy head of the CID [Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment], Major General Jaap Joubert, raided the house of 
Mrs winnie Mandela, the wife of the jailed ANC leader 
Nelson Mandela, in the early hours of the morning. Four 
members of her so-called football club are being ques- 
tioned. 


Members of the Soweto Murder and Robbery Squad— 
supported by security policemen, members of the Unrest 
Unit, fingerprint and forensic ¢xperts—surrounded the 
house in Diepkloof at 0400 [0200 GMT] this morning. 


A large quantity of documents, coats, sticl:s, and gloves 
were seized, as well as items of clothing which appeared 
to have been spattered with blood. Most of the items 
were found in two outbuildings at Mrs Mandela’s house. 


Gen Joubert disclosed that the police had detained two 
young men in connection with the murder of the Indian 
physician, Dr Abuh Azvat. The two were taken into 
custody by members of Soweto’s Murder and Robbery 
Squad. They are expected to appear in court tomorrow. 


ANC Reveals ‘Sharpeville Six’-RSA Spy Deal 
MB1702062289 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
0510 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] The African National Congress said yesterday 
that self-confessed South African spy Olivia Forsyth was 
in detention of the organization in Angola. 


ANC National Executive Committee member Jacob 
Zuma told a press conference in Lusaka that the Shar- 
peville Six—six black South Africans whose death sen- 
tences were commuted to jail terms last November— 
were part of a prisoner exchange package for Miss 
Forsyth’s release, but he said the exchange program did 
not work out because the ANC does not deai with South 
Africa direct but through a third party. 


Mr Zuma said that Miss Forsyth was later sent to South 
Africa by the ANC without her knowing that her activ- 
ities were being monitored, as he put it, step by step. 


More Deta‘nees Released After Talks 


NP Challenged on Release 
MB1402160189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1348 GMT 14 Feb 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 14 SAPA—The leader of the 
Independent Party, [IP] Dr Denis Worrall, has chal- 
lenged Mr F.W. de Klerk, new leader of the National 
Party, to charge or release detainees on hunger strike. 
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Speaking at the first joint public meeting of the IP and 
the Progressive Federal Party at Edendale, Dr Worrall 
said Mr de Klerk had said he wanted to create a “totally 
new South Africa”. 


“Well, there are people right now on a hunger strike in 
detention, and have been in detention for as long as two 
years, who are demanding no more than that they be 
brought to trial or released. I challenge Mr ce Klerk to 
see this happens.” 


Dr Worrall also said: “In the interests of a ‘totally new 
South Africa’, I challenge him (Mr de Klerk) to put a stop 
to Mr Stoffel Botha’s hounding of newspapers. 


“South Africans need all points of view and perspectives 
and are mature enough to judge for themselves what is 
relevant.” 


Dr Worrall further called on Mr de Klerk to move the 
repeal of the “racist”’ separate amenities and group area; 
acts. 


“Action in these areas—not words—will show whether 
the NP can be a party of the future, or whether, as I 
believe is the case, it is as much as party of apartheid and 
the past as the Conservative Party,” he said. 


Chikane To Visit Detainees 
MB1602154089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1535 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] Cape Town, Feb !6, SAPA—The minister of law 
and order is to allow SACC [South African Council of 
Churches] General-secretary Rev Frank Chikane access 
to hunger striking detainees in hospital to make a 
renewed appeal! for the suspension of the hunger strike, 
the archbishop of Cape Town, Desmond Tutu, said at a 
press conference today. 


The church leaders have appealed for a suspension of the 
hunger strike for two weeks to allow the minister time to 
honour his promise to the church leaders to release 
“substantial” numbers of detainees. 


Released Hunger Strikers Restricted 
MB1602075089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0745 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] Cape Town Feb 16 SAPA—The two hunger-strike 
detainees who were released in Kimberley this week have 
been issued with restriction order preventing them from 
being in their home town of Upington. 


Their lawyer, Mr Stefan Raubenheimer, said yesterday 
that their release orders restricted them from being in the 
Upington area, but they had been given permission to be 
there until February 25. 
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Mr Raubenheimer said he had written to the minister of 
law and order, Mr Adriaan Vliok, contending that the 
restriction orders were ultra vires. If the restriction orders 
were not lifted, he would make an urgent application in the 
supreme court next week to have them set aside. 


The two detainees are Mr Liynda Daniel Tom, 19, and 
Mr Nkosinathi Simon Mnyaka, 22. A police spokesman 
said they were freed only after they had started eating 
again last Saturday [11 Feb]. 


Mr Tom is a matric student at a boarding school in 
Windhoek whose parents live in Pabeilello, Upington. 
He returns there during his holidays. 


Mr Mnyaka, 22, who is unemployed and looking for 
work, was born in Upington and lived there all his life 
apart from a period in 1987/8 when he was at boarding 
school in Windhoek. 


Mr Raubenheimer said their release forms stated that 
they had been released “‘on condition that they are not to 
be in magisterial district of Upington any time after their 
release without the permission of the divisional com- 
mander of security police in Upington. 


““Simultaneously, we have a letter from the divisional 
commander permitting them to be in Upington from the 
day of their release, February 14, until February 25 and 
they have to notify the police when they are leaving on 
February 25.” 


The restriction orders were issued in terms of Paragraph 
8 of Regulation 3 of the emergency regulations. 


The orders, similar to banning orders, usually lay down 
that the people concerned are restricted to an area where 
they may live. Both Mr Tom and Mr Mnyaka have also 
been restricted from participating in the activities of the 
Upington Youth Congress (UYO). 


At present, six other youths from Upington, five of 
whom were being held in Kuruman after being detained 
on February 3 and one who was detained with Mr 
Mnyaka and Mr Ton, are still in detention. 


‘Large Scale’ Releases Seen 
MB1702151589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1452 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Cape Town, February 17, SAPA—The South 
African Police may release as many as 20 detainees a day 
from next week. The minister of law and order, Mr 
Adriaan Vlok’s spokesman, Brigadier Leon Mellet, con- 
firmed that seven detainees were due for release this 
morning if the necessary documentation reached them. 
He would not give any figures of expected releases but 
said it was an on-going process which required the 
minister's personal attention in each individual case. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


It is understood though that the process might involve 
substantially more than 20 detainees a day and that the 
majority of these may result in release. 


The NGK [Dutch Reformed Church] sister churches’ 
federal body spent considerable time with the minister 
today adding the churches’ concern over detention with- 
out trial to those expressed by clerics led by Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu yesterday. 


The successful ending of the hunger-strike in response to 
the minister’s undertakings and pleas by clerics, could 
now result in large-scale releases from next week. 


East London Hunger Strike Staged 
MB1702150489 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMt 17 Feb 89 


[Text] In East London, police have finally confirmed 
reports of a hunger strike at the Fort Glamorgan Prison. 
Louise Flannagan has the report: 


[Flannagan] Detainees at the new male section of the 
prison started their fast yesterday morning, in support of 
demands for their immediate and unconditional release. 
A police spokesman said some detainees had started to 
eat, while others are still on strike, although he could not 
give any numbers for those involved. There are believed 
to be 42 detainees being held under the emergency 
regulations at the prison. Thirteen of these have been 
held since 1986. The Black Sash has staged a picket in 
the center of town, calling on East Londoners to think of 
those held without charge in their city. 


Durban Hunger Strike Reported 
MB1702143589 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Over 100 detainees at Durban’s Westville Prison 
are allegedly on hunger strike. Carmel Rickard reports: 


[Rickard] The detainees’ lawyers claim they began their 
protest on Sunday [12 Feb], and that, like the fast in 
Johannesburg and Port Elizabeth, it is directed at the 
system of detention without trial and at the detainees’ 
own continued detention. 


Detainees being held at C.R. Swart Square are also 
alleged to have started a hunger strike. 


Asked to comment, Prisons Department officials did not 
confirm the hunger strike, but referred the question to 
the police. Brigadier Leon Mellet said he had no infor- 
mation about such a hunger strike. So far, the public has 
been aware only of the fasts by detainees in Johannes- 
burg and Port Elizabeth, and discussion about the pos- 
sible release of detainees has concerned mainly people in 
those two centers. Now, however, Durban lawyers plan 
to visit the minister of law and order themselves, to urge 
the release of their detained clients. 
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Port Elizabeth Continues Hunger Strike 
MB1702092589 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0900 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Hunger Striking detainees in Port Elizabeth are 
continuing with their protest action. About 140 detain- 
ees are on strike. Despite detainees in Johannesburg and 
Durban deciding on ending the action, the Port Eliza- 
beth detainees are still refusing food. 


Two Port Elizabeth lawyers are reported to have met 
Law and Order Minister Adriaan Viok in Cape Town 
yesterday to discuss the plight of their detained clients. 


Meanwhile, about 300 doctors, 600 nurses, and hun- 
dreds of workers are said to be holding a solidarity fast 
with the detainees. 


300 Blacks Stage Illegal Protest 
MB1802100889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1001 GMT 18 Feb 89 


{Text} Johannesburg Feb 18 SAPA—About 300 black 
people today marched down Commissioner Street 
headed for Johannesburg Police Headquarters, John 
Vorster Square, to protest detention without trial. 


The group, waving placards demanding that authorities 
“release them or charge them”’, also handed pamphlets 
to passers-by which said: ““The apartheid state continues 
with the legitimate demands of our people by detaining 
thousands of innocent people, banning and restricting 
Organisations, and generally criminalising democrats.” 


Other placards read: “No to Detention”, “Release All”, 
“Stop the Scourge”, “Free All Now’, and “There Is No 
Justice”. 


Public marches are illegal in terms of the emergency 
regulations. 


One of the marchers told SAPA that the protest had been 
organised by the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU). 


He said the numbers were expected to swell “to about 
5,000” by the time they arrived at John Vorster Square 
about a kilometer away. 


Rights Commission Issues Statement 
MB1802095689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0910 GMT 18 Feb 89 


{Text} Johannesburg Feb 18 SAPA—The Human Rights 
Commission regards long-term detainees as de factor 
prisoners of war, a statement from the group said today. 


It said it welcomed the fact that there had at long last 
been a response to their plight. 
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‘However, we dispute the claims of ‘official sources’ that 
agreements were reached with the detainees that they 
would not longer get involved in activities for which they 
were detained. 


“They have had restrictions imposed on them and it is 
because of this that they will be able to resume their 
active opposition to apartheid, not by consent to the 
conditions of their release,” the statement said. 


It pointed out that the hunger strike was continuing at 
prisons around the country, although it had been sus- 
pended at Diepkloof Prison. 


“This highlights the fact that the detention crisis is not 
over—even this week more people have been detained 
under the state of emergency. 


“The government must released all detainees uncondi- 
tionally and without resirictions whatsoever. They are 
held because of their opposition to apartheid and there- 
fore the Human Rights Commission will continue to call 
for freedom of expression, association and assembly and 
to seek for all South Africans the right to life, liberty and 
the security of person.” 


The statement said the commission would continue to 
oppose detention without trial until it was abolished. 


Viok on Detainees, Emergency 
MB1802134289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1322 GMT 18 Feb 89 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 18 SAPA—Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok today repeated his assertion that the 
detainee hunger strike had been orchestrated by South 
Africa’s enemies. Speaking at a public meeting in Ver- 
woerdburg, Mr Vlok said South Africa had “survived” 
the hunger strike—a deliberate attempt by South Africa’s 
enemies to cause the country much harm. 


Mr Vlok said detentions were aimed at prohibiting 
people from carrying out “certain”’ activities, adding 
that many western countries detained people on the 
same basis. Ideally such people should be charged before 
a court of law but, because of a shortage of willing 
witnesses, this was not possible, Mr Vlok said. Witnesses 
were unavailable as a result of “violent intimidation”. 


Because detentions had to do with people’s freedom, 
police acted with the greatest circumspect and all cir- 
cumstances would be considered as far as possible with a 
view to their release. 


He said the general national security situation, particu- 
larly where unrest and violence, boycotts and stay-aways 
were concerned, was better now than in 1986. Incidents 
of terror were however on the increase “and this revolu- 
tionary climate remains disturbingly high.” 
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He continued state of emergency was, with consideration 
of all circumstances, still essential for stability, security 
and the maintenance of public order. Without the 
“instruments” which they state of emergency offered 
South Africa would be staring in the face an “extremely 
serious situation.” 


“I can therefore set people free, but still restrict their 
activities. This is in many cases essential and is also 
applied strictly but with circumspect.” 


Editorial Praises Viok Response 
MB1902154589 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 19 Feb 89 p 26 


[Editorial] 


[Text] People go on hunger strike for purposes of polit- 
ical demonstration or out of desperation. Both motives 
probably played a part in the decision of scores of 
detainees in SA prisons to starve themselves. And can 
they be blamed? When people have been locked up 
without trial for months, even years, and feel forgotten, 
is it surprising that they resort to desperate methods of 
attracting attention? 


The test is: How do the authorities respond? The Min- 
ister of Law and Order has displayed good sense—not a 
notable quality among past holders of that office—in 
receiving representations and then announcing that 
some (how many?) detainees will be released. 


Leaving aside the obvious question about why it took a 
hunger strike to achieve this, Mr Vlok’s response has 
been compassionate, wise and, if pursued further, could 
lead to a review of the whole wretched practice of 
detentions. 


If that happens, but the authorities insist that detentions 
remain necessary, there is only one way of preventing a 
repetition of this week’s sad events: Build legal represen- 
tation into the process. 


Commentary Praises Negotiations 
MB2102054389 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 21 Feb 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] In reviewing the state of the nation as 1988 drew 
to a close, we expressed the view in comment that there 
was hope that moderation was steadily winning out over 
intolerant radicalism in national affairs. Developments 
in 1989 have served to add to that sense of confidence. 
Of particular significance in this regard has been the 
reaction in many circles, including the most radical 
circles, to the events surrounding Mrs Winnie Mandela 
and the Mandela United Football Club. This reaction, it 
would seem, reflects the grassroots disgust, indeed the 
anger, in Black communities at the years of violence 
unleashed by revolutionaries. 
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The climate of revolution is still present in South Africa, 
but there is also a realization in Black townships, and 
elsewhere, that the revolutionary option is a no-win strat- 
egy that has been counterproductive in the suffering it has 
caused among the people. This, in turn, has nurtured a 
climate favoring negotiation on problem areas. 


Another recent example concerns the hunger strike by 
some detainees, the discussions that were held on their 
position, and the subsequent release of a significant 
number of detainees. Fruitful negotiations were held 
between the minister of law and order, and legal repre- 
sentatives and certain church leaders. This does not 
imply weakness by, or a victory for, one or other of the 
parties. Rather, should the outcome be seen as the 
productive result of negotiations leading to a reasonable 
resolution of a serious problem. 


Nor does the process of negotiation imply that the church 
leaders will in future be any less severe in their criticism of 
the government; while for his part, the minister of law and 
order has given the undertaking that he will not hesitate to 
act against those who endanger public safety. What has 
been shown is that the option of negotiation can be 
successful, that it is worthy of being nurtured and broad- 
ened to embrace other problem areas. 


The new mood favoring negotiation has been articulated 
by a wide spectrum of political leaders. Chief Minister 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, for example, has indicated that 
although his ideal is one man, one vote in a unitary state, 
he is prepared to negotiate a political dispensation that 
will be more widely acceptable. Last month, a joint 
committee was set up to negotiate on stumbling blocks 
between the central government and the government of 
KwaZulu. Also last month, 69 Black community leaders 
sat down with senior cabinet ministers at an Indaba in 
Bryanston, and decided to establish a forum at national 
level at which representatives of Black South Africans 
outside the self-governing national states can liaise 
directly with the government. 


In two major speeches this month, the acting state 
president, Mr Chris Heunis, and the leader of the 
National Party, Mr F.W. de Klerk, provided a vision of 
negotiated, rather than prescriptive, solutions to critical 
issues such as the Group Areas Act. The option of 
negotiation and consensus politics is proving both work- 
able and successful, and a foundation on which to build 
the new South Africa. 


Vlok Orders 50 Detainees Released 
MB2102125789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1251 GMT 21 Feb 89 


[Text] House of Assembly Feb 21 SAPA—The minister 
of law and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok, today signed release 
warrants for a further 50 detainees. 
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He said in an interpellation debate that this figure was in 
addition to those detainees who had ended their hunger 
strike and who had already been freed, subject to certain 
conditions. He said that although the process of release 
was a judicial process and took time, it would be 
“continued purposefully”. 


The hunger strike had ended country-wide and at present 
there were detainees at only a few prisons who alleged 
they were still on a hunger strike. 


“During this week I intend to hold further discussions 
with legal advisers, parents and other interested parties 
and I trust that the entire hunger strike will soon be 
something of the past.” 


Mbeki Denied Permission To Attend Funeral 
MB1702084589 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0800 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] The authorities have turned down permission 
for released AINC leader Govan Mbeki to attend a family 
funeral this weekend. 


Mbeki’s brother-in-law, Manase Morane, died last week, 
and the Morane family had asked if he be allowed to be 
present at the funeral of his wife’s brother. The family 
was informed last night that their request had been 
turned down. Mbeki was restricted to the area of Port 
Elizabeth, where he now lives soon after his unexpected 
release from life imprisonment last year. 


Family members said last night they were annoyed and 
very saddened by the refusal. They said Mbeki was the last 
surviving male in the family, and his presence at the 
funeral would have been very important. [passage omitted] 


Lawyers Confirm Release of Soweto Activist 
MB1702152189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1442 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, Feb 17, SAPA—Soweto Civic 
Association publicity secretary, Mr Amos Masondo, was 
released from emergency detention today, a spokesman 
for his lawyers confirmed. He had been in the Johannes- 
burg Hospital following a hunger strike. 


Another detainee, Mr M. Papane, was expected to be 
released from the Leeuhof Prison at Vereeniging today, 
but no confirmation of his release had been received, his 
lawyers said today. A detainee in the Nelspruit Prison, 
Mr Joe Nkuna, had been released from emergency deten- 
tion, but was now being held under security legislation 
and may be charged. 
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Freed Prisoner Flies to Johannesburg 
MB1602084089 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
16 Feb 89 p 3 


[Text] A member of the Black Consciousness Movement 
arrived in Johannesburg yesterday to a rousing welcome 
after spending |3 years on Robben Island. 


Mr Simon Nkosi (52) of Ermelo, was released on parole 
with three years suspended from his original 16 years’ 
sentence. 


When he saw some of his former colleagues at the island 
who had gone to meet him at Jan Smuts Airport, Mr 
Nkosi raised a clenched fist symbolising that the years he 
spent in jail had not daunted his determination to 
continue with the struggle. 


He was jailed in 1977 along with five others on charges 
of arson. 


Mr Nkosi said the immediate problem facing him was 
establishing the whereabouts of his family. The family 
was removed while he was in jail during resettlements in 
the area and is believed to be somewhere in KaNgwane. 


He stated that he was informed of his release on New 
Year’s Eve. He had a document which stated among 
others that he should not commit any offence or render 
himself guilty of any form of misconduct for the duration 
of his parole. 


UDF Activist Released From Pollsmoor Prison 
MB1702144289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1325 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, Feb 17, SAPA—UDF activist Tre- 
vor Manuel was released from detention in Pollsmoor 
Prisons at about noon today. 


A spokesman at Lawyer Essa Moosa’s office confirmed 
by telephone from Cape Town that Mr E. Mohammed, 
from the office, had been to the prison to collect Mr 
Manuel. 


Maneul, a founder member of the now restricted UDF, 
was detained under the emergency regulations last Octo- 
ber. He had previously spent about a year in detention. 


1985 UDF Victims Said Shot, Stabbed 
MB1602090089 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0800 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] Postmortem reports indicate that four UDF activ- 
ists whose charred bodies were found outside Port Eli- 
zabeth in 1985 died of gunshot wounds and stabbing, not 
burning. Reuben Goldberg reports: 
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[Goldberg] One of the men, Sicelo Xahuli, had 25 stab 
wounds in the front of his chest and 7 in his back. There 
was a cut across his throat and his right hand was 
missing. 


Today’s eastern province HERALD reports this evi- 
dence was heard in the new Breyton magistrate’s court 
yesterday during an inquest into the deaths of Mathew 
Goniwe, Fort Kalata, Sparrow Mconze, and Xahuli. The 
four men disappeared after leaving Port Elizabeth for 
Cradock following a UDF briefing on 27 June 1985. 
Their gutted car was found the next day. 


Meanwhile the Azania People’s Organization made a 
surprise appearance at the inquest. Since the death of the 
four men at the height of a bloody clash between mem- 
bers of the UDF and AZAPO in 1985, AZAPO has 
denied allegations that it was responsible for the killings. 


WEEKLY MaAIL’s ‘Apartheid Barometer’ 
MB1002151989 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 10-16 Feb 89 p 34 


{Apartheid Barometer”’] 


[Text] HUMAN RIGHTS 


Over 30,000 people have been detained in South Africa 
since the declaration of the State of Emergency, according 
to a United States State Department report on human 
rights. the report quotes monitoring groups’ estimates 
which show that only about four percent of those detained 
have been convicted of any criminal offences. It says the 
government’s refusal to provide specific statistics or com- 
plete lists of those detained has made it difficult to confirm 
estimates of the number of detainees. 


“*Statistics on detentions failed to account fully for what 
appeared to be a common police tactic of detaining 
political activists, especially youths, holding them for a 
few hours or overnight, during which they were interro- 
gated, threatened and often beaten. 


“In addition, many people have been arrested on crim- 
inal charges during incidents of unrest. At least 2,000 
people, many of them under the age of 18, were serving 
sentences for public violence’ as a result of convictions 
stemming from incidents of political unrest.” 


According to the report the level of political violence in 
South Africa last year seemed to be at or above the 1987 
levels, but still below the 1984-86 level. 


LISTED PEOPLE 


A total of 414 South Africans were “listed” as of August 
4 last year. A “listed”’ person may not be quoted. At least 
16 of these people are deceased and 121 are living 
outside South Africa. 
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The “list” includes 104 people who were “listed”’ under 
the Internal Security Act [ISA] of 1950 and who have 
since had their names entered on the consolidated list, 
238 people were listed because they have been convicted 
of offences referred to in Section 16 (1) (b) of the ISA, 65 
people were listed by virtue of a provision in the Act 
which allows for the listing of people no longer resident 
in South Africa and seven people listed in terms of a 
provision in the Act which allows for the listing of people 
detained under Section 28 of the Internal Security Act. 


SA PRISON POPULATION 


A total of 113,660 people were held in South Africa’s 
prisons (excluding the “independent homelands’) 
according to SA Prison Service figures. The prisons had 
accomodation designed for 84,854 prisoners at that 
time, meaning that the level of occupancy was 133.9 
percent—giving an official prison over crowding rate of 
nearly 40 percent. On June 30 1987, 17.6 percent of all 
prisoners in custody were awaiting trial. 


The “racial” breakdown of the prisoners was as follows: 
white, 4,741; African 81,084; “coloured”, 27,135; 
Indian, 700. This means that 4.21 percent of all prison- 
ers were white. And 4,705 of the prisoners were female 
and 108,955 were male. 


In terms of security grading 13.4 percent were being held 
in maximum security conditions, 44.2 percent in 
medium security, 2.6 percent in minimum security, 0.2 
percent were not yet classified and 39.6 percent were 
unsentenced, sentenced to !ess than two years or sen- 
tenced to death. 


PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE 


ROB ADAM, 33, ANC member, was detained under 
South Africa’s security laws on September 22 1981 and 
jailed for offences under the Internal Security Act nine 
months later. 


Adam, who grew up in Namibia, completed a BSc degree 
at the University of Cape Town before studying further 
in England. He joined the ANC around 1979. 


On his return to South Africa in 1980 he worked at the 
South African Council for Higher Education (SACHED) 
teaching and writing maths and science manuals. During 
this period he was active in the National Education 
Union of South Africa (NEUSA). 


After nine months in solitary confinement as a detainee 
and awaiting trial prisoner he was sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment for charges arising out of his ANC activ- 
ities in June 1982. 


In prison he won the UNISA [University of South 
Africa] prize as the best Masters student and was granted 
a UNISA scholarship to complete his Phd in nuclear 
physics. 


FBIS-AFR-89-033 
21 February 1989 


Two years ago Adam rejected P.W. Botha’s offer of 
consideration of remission in exchange for a renuncia- 
tion of violence. 


BANNED BOOKS, PUBLICATIONS AND OBJECTS 
Banned for possession: 


Victory to the ANC. South African Youth in Revolt— 
sticker (not stated); Illustrated Marquis de Sade (David 
Mountfield); Daddy’s Little Virgin (not stated), 


Banned for distribution and importation: 


Miriam Makeba, SA Singer—film; No Easy Road—film; 
Taxi Nach Kairo—film; We Are The Elephant—film; 
Anita, Dances of Vice—film; Color Blind (Kay John- 
son); Bunny girl, November 1988 and February 1989 
(Sonskyn Uitgewers Jeppe, Johannesburg); Esco 1989— 
calender (not stated); The Intimate Memoir of Dame 
Jenny Everleigh Book Three: East is East (Sphere Books, 
London); The Ecstasy Kick (Andrew Blake); Whose Wife 
Tonight’? (Herbert Pruett); The Affair (Alex Carter); Key 
Club (Lisa Fanchon). 


NEW NATION Carries ‘Update’ Column 
MB1602093889 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 16-22 Feb 89 p 6 


(“Update”) 
[Text] Two South African journalists are still in detention. 


About 300 emergency detainees are on hunger strike 
nationally demanding to be charged or released. 


The Frontline states have lost about one million lives— 
half of them children—and an estimated R84-bn as a 
result of destabilisation by SA, Commonwealth coun- 
tries were told in Zimbabwe recently. 


The following statistics are contained in the Human 
Rights Commission report on human rights in SA: 


Three political prisoners died between June 1987 and 
June 1988. 


There were 65 political prisoners on death row in Sep- 
tember last year. Eight of them were sentenced in the 
period from December 1986. 


— were executed during the first eight months of 
1988. 


State-owned guns were used in at least 95 crimes includ- 
ing murder, rape and armed robbery by “‘kitskonstabels” 
[special constables] in the townships, law and order 
minister, Adriaan Vlok, told parliament. 


66 percent of the people killed during township unrest in 
1985 were killed by police. 
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Afrikaner Foundation on ‘Own State’ 
MB1502193989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1802 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Text] Pretoria, Feb 15, SAPA—The Stigting Afrika- 
nervryheid (Foundation for Afrikaner Freedom) said in 
a statement here today that the time had come to make 
known certain points of view with regard to an own state 
for the Afrikaner as a condition for their survival and 
freedom. 


It said: “In this announcement emphasis is especially 
placed on proposals for the demarcation of an area which 
includes the core and growth-axis (Groei-as) of a state for 
the people, with accompanying answers on questions 
while the entire RSA should not be turned into a state for 


the people. 


“The foundation wants to emphasise that these propos- 
als are being put forward for public discussion. Adapta- 
tions of these or completely different proposals are not 
excluded. 


“In fact, this important sub-division of the people’s state 
is receiving so much penetrating consideration that 
further proposals or adaptations can be expected. 


“Meanwhile, the foundation will go ahead with feasibil- 
ity studies in regard to high technology, agriculture and 
industry and the provision of services such as education 
and health,” the statement said. 


House of Delegates Undecided on New Elections 
MB1602155589 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1400 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] The future of the House of Delegates continues to 
hang in the balance after a decision by the Ministers 
Council to defer a decision on new elections in the 
Indian Chamber until next week. 


The acting chairman of the Ministers Council, Mr Cassie 
Ramdath, said that last week’s mandate by the House of 
the Council to consider a return to the polls had been 
discussed extensively, but that no consensus had been 
reached. However, a final decision would be taken at an 
extraordinary meeting of the Council next week. 


Meanwhile, the seating in the House of Delegates has 
been rearranged in keeping with the shift in the balance 
of power in the house. For the first time in 4 years, 
Solidarity has ousted the National People’s Party as the 
majority party. 
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Finance Minister Reports Outflow 
MB1402095 189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0926 GMT 14 Feb 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 14 SAPA—The outflow from 
the capital account of the balance of payments last year 
was R6.5 billion, states the minister of finance, Mr 
Barend du Plessis. 


Speaking at the Frankel Kruger Vinderine investment 
conference in Johannesburg today he said: “Over the 
past four years the total net outflow of capital from the 
country therefore absorbed about R25 billion of the 
scarce savings of this country. 


“Details of this large outflow of capital are not yet 
available, but it is known that the redemption of debt in 
terms of the second interim arrangement with foreign 
creditors only absorbed about R920 million. The major 
part of the net capital loss therefore represented outflows 
on account of items not subject to the debt standstill 
arrangement, for example, the short terms finance 
related to international trade transactions. 


“South African importers and exporters have developed 
a sometime: unexplainable reluctance to make use of 
foreign ‘inamce in their trade transactions despite the 
fact that ‘oveward cover facilities on reasonable terms 
remain av2)lable through the the reserve bank, and local 
interest rates are normally, at least in nominal terms, 
higher than comparable rates in foreign money markets. 


Mr du Plessis said that South Africa was still undergoing a 
period of structural adjustment which is not yet complete. 


He told delegates: “During 1989 it will still continue and 
we will have to generate yet a further surplus on the 
current account of the balance of payments to meet the 
country’s international capital commitments”. 


He said to do this South Africa needs: 


—The country must achieve maximum growth without 
running into balance of payments problems and with- 
out stimulating demand inflation. He said that in 
current circumstances it would be difficult to accom- 
modate an expansion in gross domestic product of 
more than three per cent. 


—Austerity of the budgets of government at all different 
levels and especially in the main budget for central 
government. 


—Some restrictions on the rate of increase of all the 
components of gross domestic demand. 
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—A substantial decline in the rate of increase in the 
money supply. 


—Efforts to keep inflation to a minimum. 


—A surplus on the current account of the balance of 
payments of not less than R3 billion over the next 12 
months. 


Mr du Plessis said that while some critics had said the 
process of tax reform had ground to a halt, in fact the 
process was well underway. He told the conference that 
of the 280 recommendations in the Margo Commission 
report, only 40 had been reiected, while fifty have 
already been implemented, although somewhat modi- 
fied, during the course of the past year. 


He said: “Prominent among these were the changes to 
personal income taxes or the abolition of certain rebates 
in respect of individuals, the introduction of a capital 
transfer tax to replace the donations tax and estate 
duties, the introduction of a limited minimum tax on 
companies, adjustment on the value for company cars in 
the seventh schedule and the introduction of the 50-30- 
20 per cent wear and tear allowance for plant and 
machinery, hotel equipment and ships and aircraft”. 


Forth further recommendations are close to the stage 
when they can be implemented in the near future. 


The minister said: “Government therefore regards tax 
reform as an ongoing process and is committed to 
continue with the accepted programme on the course set 
by the Margo Commission. In this process, constructive 
participation by the private sector is invited”. 


Case to Move to Supreme Court 
MB1302175589 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 13 Feb 89 


[Text] The court case of 23-year-old Barend Hendrik 
Strydom, who is accused cf shooting dead seven people 
in central Pretoria on 15 November last year, has been 
referred to the supreme court for trial. The case will 
begin on 15 May. 


Shortly before this morning’s court proceedings began, 
Strydom asked that all blacks be removed from court. He 
said that he was not interested in the proceedings if his 
demands were not met. At an earlier appearance in 
court, Strydom demanded that an Afrikaner volkstaat 
[national state] be established and that the government 
should drop its reform policy. 


Strydom is appearing on 8 charges of murder, 16 of 
attempied murder and | of pointing a firearm. He is 
being remanded in custody. 
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Angola 


UNITA Claims Cuban Troops ‘Still Arriving’ 
AUI —" Paris AFP in English 1638 GMT 
17 Feb 89 


[Text] Lisbon, Feb 17 (AFP)}—The rebel National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) claimed 
here Friday that Cuban troops were still arriving in 
Angola to reinforce government troops there. UNITA 
spokesman Alcides Sakala said the Cubans were flying 
into Angola after a stop-over in Guinea-Bissau. 


He added that Cuban troops were backing an Angolan 
government offensive in the southeastern Caiundo 
region, aimed at cutting UNITA links with the Namibian 
border to the south in “violation of peace accords” 
signed last December. 


Mr. Sakala also said that UNITA would consider the 
establishment of joint Angolan and South African mon- 
itoring posts along the southern border as a violation, 
adding that the rebels “will fight” the move. 


Angola, Cuba and South Africa in December agreed on 
the total withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola by 
mid-1991, in exchange for implementation of United 
Nations plans for the independence of South African- 
occupied Namibia as of April | this year. Under the 
accord, the Pretoria government agreed to stop support- 
ing UNITA, which is still backed by the United States. 


Army Claims 108 UNITA, 1 RSA Fatality 
7) poe Dakar PANA in French 1823 GMT 
1 


[Text] Luanda, 17 Feb (ANGOP/PANA)—The Angolan 
Armed Forces killed | white South African soldier and 
108 UNITA forces in military operations south of 
Caiundo, in Cuando Cubango Province, 8-14 February. 
This was disclosed in a communique signed by the 
FAPLA chief of general staff in Luanda on 16 February. 
The communique also revealed that in those operations, 
the Angolan Armed Forces also captured 15 UNITA 
soldiers and freed 117 people from UNITA captivity. 


The FAPLA chief of general staff also reported that 

during {words indistinct) UNITA elements, including 
‘cers, came in from the Republic of Zaire and 
red to the Angolan authorities. 


The communique also states that the so-called general 
offensive UNITA claimed to have begun on 7 February 
turned out to be a real disaster for the puppets, who were 
forced to announce its suspension within a week. 
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Commentary Previews RSA, Cuba Meeting 
MB2002201789 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The People’s Republic of Angola has always 
regarded dialogue as an important part of the solution of 
political, diplomatic, and military problems. Its commit- 
ment to the negotiations process for peace in southwest- 
ern Africa, as well as its previous initiatives, is a clear 
indication that Angolans want peace. 


Following the signing of the New York accords, Angola 
will offer yet another example this week of its goodwill 
and flexibility when it hosts a tripartite meeting with 
Cuba and South Africa. It will take place only 12 days 
after the South African army mounted another aggres- 
sion against Angolan territory. The fact that South Africa 
will be officially represented for the first time in Angola 
only shows how committed Angola is toward the attain- 
ment of peace for southwestern Africa. Peace is possible 
if war ends and Namibia achieves independence. Specif- 
ically, the Luanda meeting will enable Angola to reaffirm 
its position within the framework of the New York 
accords. With Cuba, it will urge South Africa to show 
greater commitment and respect for the accords. This is 
necessary in view of a renewed South African warmon- 
gering spirit, as seen in South Africa’s intention to 
continue providing assistance and protection to UNITA. 


Even the South African Defense Minister, General Mag- 
nus Malan, who was in New York at the signing of the 
accords, said South Africa will not abandon UNITA, and 
that it will see to it that the interests of the puppet gang 
would be considered. 


South Africa's aggression and Defense Minister Magnus 
Malan’s statements amount to a flagrant violation of the 
New York accords, since all sides agreed not to use their 
territories to mount attacks against other states and not 
to interfere in the domestic affairs of the signatory 
countries. 


Despite encouraging prospects created by the New York 
accords, the latest South African aggression shows we 
should not harbor any illusions. The Angolan people 
continue to be the target of armed violance. Therefore, 
they cannot fold their arms, because they have the right 
and the duty to defend their gains, paying in kind, and 
defeating the enemy. 


In addition to the diplomatic effort, it is imperative that 
we continue efforts to defend the country’s territorial 
integrity. This the Angolan people have always done, 
even before their independence. A (?combined) political 
and diplomatic effort, backed by the strengthening of our 
army's defense capacity, is an opportune solution aimed 
at preserving the letter and spirit of the New York 
accords and our hard won independence. 
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Dos Santos Receives Desmond Tutu 20 Feb 
MB2002203389 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Text] This morning in Luanda, Angolan President Com- 
rade Jose Eduardo dos Santos received South African Arch- 
bishop Desmond Tutu. The meeting was held in Futungo de 
Belas, during which the two officials assessed the contribu- 
tion of churches in the struggle waged by African peoples 
against colonialism and apartheid and in the search of 
solutions to problems hindering development. 


Dos Santos Sends Message to Al-Qadhdhafi 
MB1702192289 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos has 
sent a personal message to Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi, 
leader of the Libyan revolution, who received it in 
Tripoli [words indistinct] the meeting of the OAU’s 
liberation committee, which closed in the Libyan capital 
on 15 February. 


The Angolan deputy foreign minister relayed the mes- 
sage to the Libyan foreign minister, who received it on 
behalf of President al-Qadhdhafi. ANGOP reports that 
the message centers on relations between the two peoples 
and governments. On the occasion, Deputy Minister 
Venancio de Moura and the Libyan foreign minister 
exchanged views on the situation in Africa in general and 
in southwestern Africa in particular, where there are 
prospects for peace in the wake of the signing of the New 
York peace accords. 


* Cuban Withdrawal Verification ‘Difficult’ 
34420038a Lisbon O DIABO in Portuguese 
17 Jan 89 p 22 


[Text] And the Cubans are leaving, slowly. By March and 
April they will number 3,000; but the fact is that no one 
is absolutely sure of their total numbers in Angola. 
Before leaving for Luanda, an officer from UNAVEM 
(the UN supervisory force, with no more than 70 mem- 
bers) told American reporters: “The problem is similar 
to that of the INF Treaty: The most difficult part is the 
verification conditions, because neither Cuba nor South 
Africa has released exact figures, confirmed by indepen- 
dent observers, on their total forces on Angolan soil.” 


Be that as it may, small troop contingents (nearly 1,000 the 
day before yesterday) started arriving in Havana, landing 
at Jose Marti Airport with the usual festive ceremonies 
headed by Raul Castro, Fidel’s brother and chief of the 
island’s Armed Forces. On that occasion, it was revealed 
that the returning military will make up a special corps 
intended “to defend the conquests of the revolution and to 
train the younger generations militarily.” 


There are some who consider this comment to be an 
announcement of the establishment of permanent bri- 
gades for foreign intervention, as has occurred in Libya, 
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although there is in Cuba a veterans corps dating back to 
ex-combatants of the Spanish Civil War, when the island 
was still a semiprotectorate of the United States. 


Who Is Withdrawing? 


The regime’s propaganda took pains to stress the pres- 
ence, heading the first contingent, of Colonel Avila, one 
of the commanders of the Cuito Canavale military camp, 
which the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola] and Cuba depict in their military mythology 
as the site of Pretoria’s first military defeat in the war 
(before the bombing of the Calueque dam). The South 
African story is that it never planned to occupy Cuito, 
but rather to prevent forces from leaving the destroyed 
town to threaten Jamba, UNITA’s [National Union for 


the Total Independence of Angola] headquarters. 


The returning contingent includes but few “opera- 
tionals.” It is comprised of rear support troops, such as 
part of a women’s light artillery antiaircraft regiment, as 
well as engineering, maintenance, logistics, stores, and 
administrative services personnel. 


Since 1975 between 300,000 and 375,000 Cuban soldiers 
may have traveled to possibly losing over 20,000 
men in the field (although official figures cite only half of 
that number). The current contingent may total between 
$0,000 and 60,000 men, if we add to the fighting troops 
the “advisers” and cooperants, as well as the personnel 
comprising police and paramilitary forces. Based on the 
agreements signed under U.S. auspices, the withdrawal is 
scheduled to end in 1991. 


The other side of the withdrawal is the departure of from 
85,000 to 100,000 men in Pretoria’s forces (both blacks 
and whites, in the Regular Army, the territorial defense 
force, the “commandos,” the reservists, the police, and 
the paramilitary militias) from South-West Africa, where 
general elections are scheduled to take place in Novem- 
ber, and may or may not give the victory to SWAPO 
[South-West African People’s Organization]. 


Clouds 


Everything could still become complicated if Pretoria 
feels that it is being deceived in the process. The fact is 
that the RSA [Republic of South Africa] refuses to 
abandon UNITA, and will hardly approve of a Namibia 
that is even more radical than Angola or Zimbabwe. It is 
true that, after the South African troops leave Namibia 
(except for 1,500 men), substantial forces from Cuba will 
still remain in Angola for 2 years (possibly totaling 
40,000 men). Moreover, there is no unanimity in Preto- 
ria regarding the suitability of UNAVEM, headed by 
Brazilian General Pericles Ferreira Gomes, who is 
advised by Indian and Spanish officials. 


It is thought that the UN force lacks sufficient personnel 
to effectively oversee the withdrawal, and that it is too 
“emotionally” close to the positions of MPLA and its 
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Cuban protectors. And the verification will be impor- 
tant, particularly for the planned withdrawal of the 
Cubans to north of the 131) parallel, before the Novem- 
ber elections in Namibia. 


Furthermore, Pretoria’s foreign minister, “Pik” Botha, 
has already declared that the peace agreements would be 
jeopardized if “the slightest sign of noncompliance” 
were to occur. Now, all that remains is to wait. 


Havana's Firepower in Angola 


British military analysts think that the Cubans may have 
nearly 55,000 men in Angola, with more added for the 
Cabinda enclave. As for ordnance, they are believed to 
have at least 200 combat aircraft (half MiG-23's and 
MiG-27’s, and 20 to 30 Su-22’s) and a squadron of Mi-25 
armored attack helicopters (the export version of the 
Mi-24, the “flying tank”). The ground forces may have 
several hundred medium tanks, including 100 T-62’s with 
laser sight. The antiaircraft defense may have over 200 
missile-launch platforms available, either mobile or fixed. 


The rocket models may range from the obsolete SA-2 to 
the modern SA-6 and SA-8. There is still an undeter- 
mined number of automatic antiaircraft guns and porta- 
ble antiaircraft missiles (SA-7 and 14). 


The field artillery has 200 medium and heavy pieces, 
including self-propelled howitzers, as well as an undeter- 
mined number of rocket launchers, recoilless guns, and 
antitank missiles (Swatter, Sagger, and Spigot). 


Some observers also note the existence of a chemical 
weapons unit. The commander in chief of the contingent is 
General Samuel Planas. One of the officers killed in battle 
in Angola 2 years ago was the commander of the Cuban 
forces in Grenada. It is thought that several thousand 
Cubans are suffering from AIDS, with a few hundred 
confined in two “quarantine camps” near Luanda. 


Some claim that Cuban black units have joined the 
MPLA, and that others will withdraw to African coun- 
tries farther to the north. 


Diplomatic Relations Established With Panama 
MB1802201489 Luanda ANGOP in French 1930 GMT 
18 Feb 89 


[Text] Angola and Panama have decided to establish 
diplomatic relations at the ambassadorial level as of 17 
February. The accord establishing bilateral diplomatic 
relations was signed in New York on 17 February by 
Manuel Pedro Pacavira and Leonardo A Kam, the 
Angolan and Panamanian permanent representatives to 
the United Nations, respectively. 
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In a note sent to UN Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar on the same day, the governments of the two 
countries expressed the hope that the establishment of 
bilateral diplomatic relations will lead to the develop- 
ment of mutually advantageous cooperation. 


Madagascar 


‘Government in Exile’ Established in Paris 
AU1702181889 Paris AFP in English 1749 GMT 
17 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Paris, Feb 17 (AFP)}—Former Malagasy diplo- 
mat Ranaivo-Rahamefy Andrianony was appointed 
head of a Madagascan “government in exile” Friday, 
according to the M Committee for Democracy 
and Development (CMDD) here. 


A CMDD statement said the government would include 
“a score of members”, but gave no details of the list. 


The statement charged that the government in Antanana- 
rivo had set up “a secret and violent brigade” to ensure the 
return to power in March 12 elections of Madagascan 
President Didier Ratsiraka, “whatever the cost”. 


The CMDD said it wanted to attract “world attention” 
to the “more than precarious situation” currently pre- 


vailing in Madagascar. [passage omitted] 
Mauritius 


* Japan Provides Port Project Financing Aid 
34190085b Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION in French 
16 Dec 88 p 3 


[Text] Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Sir Satcam Boolell and Ambassador Yoichi 
Yamaguchi of Japan recently exchanged documents per- 
taining to a Japanese gift of 68.3 million rupees for the 
financing of the projected expansion of the Trou Fanfa- 
ron fishing port. 


In a brief address, Sir Satcam stated that this project will 
make it possible to develop the fishing industry in order 
to achieve the goals—increasing exports of canned tuna 
and stabilizing the prices and supply of deep-frozen fish 
on the domestic market. In fact, plans call for building a 
cold-storage plant adjacent to the fishing port, which will 
increase the warehousing capacity. 


The Japanese ambassador, for his part, spoke of the 
possibility of exporting fish to Japan, which is not only 
an important producer of fish, but a heavy importer as 
well. Mr Yamaguchi said that the gift offered marks a 
new stage in the cooperation between Japan and the 
island of Mauritius in the fishing sector, and he 
announced that his government currently has under 
study further projects which may contribute to the 
development of the economy of Mauritius. 


FBIS-AFR-89-033 
21 February 1989 


Minister of Agriculture Madun Dulloo and Mr Colin 
Hare, the honorary Japanese consul in Mauritius, 
attended the ceremony. 


Mozambique 


RENAMO Attacks Train Outside Maputo 
LD1802144289 Lisbon International Service 
in Portuguese 1300 GMT 18 Feb 89 


[Report by Maputo Correspondent Orlanda Mendes] 


[Text] At least 7 people were killed and 41 wounded in a 
RENAMO [Mozambique National Resistance Move- 
ment} attack on a passenger train yesterday on the 
Ressano Garcia-Maputo line. The ambush, followed by 
the storming of the train, occurred in the area of 
(Mauvene), 55 km from the capital. 


Railways police say that there may be more dead and 
wounded. A search of the area was still in progress in the 
early hours of this morning. 


This was the second attack on a passenger train on the 
same line and in the same area in less than 2 weeks. 


Elsewhere, in Gaza Province, RENAMO killed four 
civilans last Tuesday in an attack on the town of Manu- 
acaze. Several dozen houses and |! shops were pillaged 
and destroyed. Over 300 tonnes of cashew nuts stored at 
a local factory were set on fire and destroyed. In a 
response to this attack a Mozambican army detechment 
killed four RENAMO men and captured another two, 
seizing various weapons. 


FPLM-MNR War-Related Activities 6-12 Feb 
MB1202195389 


[Editorial Report] Following is a compilation of reports 
from 6-12 February on activities relating to Mozambi- 
que’s internal conflict. 


Cabo Delgado Province 


“Some 6,000 students and 38 primary school teachers 
were affected by armed bandit actions” in the 1988 
school year. Eighteen of the 38 schools affected by the 
“bandits” were “paralyzed” at the end of i988. The 
“criminals increased their murderous actions in Novem- 
ber 1988” to prevent examinations from being held. 
(Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 0400 GMT 10 
Feb 89) 


Manica Province 


The Manica Provincial Emergency Commission reports 
268,006 people currently in an “emergency situation” in 
Manica Province compared to 243,800 at the end of 1988. 
The commission attributes the increased figure to a 
“growing number of armed bancit desertions” and the 
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“mass release of peasants abducted by agents of interna- 
tional imperialism.” The commission reports that 132 
people surrendered to Barue district authorities 1-7 Janu- 
ary after “escaping the bandits’ murderous clutches” in 
Mussungossungo and Chatora, that 63 bandits surrendered 
to Manica military authorities “in a matter of 3 months”, 
and that 563 people in Manica Province have “benefitted” 
from the amnesty law. (Maputo Domestic Service in 
Portuguese 1030 GMT 8 Feb 89) 


Maputo Province 


Twenty-seven people were killed on 3 February when 
“armed bandits” attacked Maragra [Marracuene Agri- 
cola] sugar estates in Manhica district. Mozambican 
Armed Forces retaliated, killing four “bandits” and 
freeing abducted citizens. (Maputo Domestic Service in 
Portuguese 0800 GMT 6 Feb 89) 


“Armed bandits” killed 10 people and injured 9 others 
early on 10 February when they fired a bazooka on a 
Catuane agricultural and livestock breeding enterprise 
truck travelling to Maputo. The attack occurred in 
(Mazungdilana), 160 km south of Maputo. (Maputo 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 0400 GMT 11 Feb 89) 


Nampula Province 


“Armed bandits” have stolen over 4 million meticals 
earmarked to pay teachers’ salaries in the province in the 
past 6 years. “Assorted teaching equipment” was also 
stolen. The thefts occurred in attacks on educational 
establishments in Angoche, Moma, Mogovolas, Muec- 
uate, and Mecuburi districts. (Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT 7 Feb 89) 


Niassa Province 


The head of Niassa’s provincial commission for imple- 
menting the amnesty law reports that 131 Niassa “armed 
bandits” benefitted from the amnesty in 1988 and that 
the “former bandits are now settled in productive 
sectors.” (Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 
GMT 9 Feb 89) 


“FPLM units killed nine armed bandits in the Niacaria 
area of Mecanhelas district” during clashes in the last week 
of January. The “bandits” were part of a group which 
attempted to storm an FPLM post. Several AKM’s were 
captured. (Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1730 
GMT 12 Feb 89) 


Sofala Province 


Mwanza district authorities say “more than 6,000 civil- 
ians”’ have moved into the Mwanza displacement camp 
since it was opened in 1987, adding that “armed bandits 
in Mwanza forced hundreds of thousands of civilians 
from their homes” prompting “other refugees to arrive 
after they flee bandit captivity.” (Maputo Domestic 
Service 1730 GMT 9 Feb 89) 
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Zambezia Province 


The number of di)placed people in Zambezia Province 
“early last year” totalled 352,867. A further 211,825 
people were displaced in 1988. All 564,692 displaced 
citizens are living in 197 “accomodation centers.” The 
number of “people affected by war” in Zambezia Province 
“early last year” totalled 323,000. Today, “the number of 
people affected by war exceeds 320,000.” (Maputo Domes- 
tic Service in Portuguese 1730 GMT 7 Feb 89) 


“About 2,500 children who have been recovered from the 
MNR bandits in Namarroi district” are returning to school 
this year. “All of the children are ready to attend classes, 
even though some of them are still traumatized.” Schools 
in Gurue district have been reopened following victories 
“against the terrorists in the province.” (Maputo in 
English to Southern Africa 1800 GMT 12 Feb 89) 


Zimbabwe 


Cotomando battalion Commander Colonel Charles 
Gismbo told a briefing in Harare on 2 February that 
Zimbabwean Defense Forces attacked “Muswati MNR 
bandit camp” near Chimoio and the “fleeing group of 
bandit survivors.” Zimbabwean forces killed 28 
“bandits.” “Most of the bandits, 22, died in the attack on 
the 50-man bandit camp.” The forces also rescued 12 
women and children in the “daring attacks.” (Harare 
THE HERALD in English 3 Feb 89 p 1) 


A Zimbabwean police spokesman reported in Mutare that 
Mozambican “armed bandits” entered Zimbabwe; 
attacked (Chissumbanje), near the Manica Province bor- 
der; killed five civilians; and injured nine others. (Maputo 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 0400 GMT 10 Feb 89) 


Namibia 


Military Lifts Northern Region Curfew 
MB2002142789 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Text] Military officials in Windhoek have disclosed that 
a dust-to-dawn curfew imposed in northern South-West 
Africa/Namibia 8 years ago has been lifted. A spokesman 
for the territory force said the curfew had been lifted 
because of a virtual halt in military activities by SWAPO 
in Ovambo. The lifting of the curfew comes 6 wecks 
before the formal start of the transition to independence. 


SWAPO Leader Nujoma on Future Government 
AU1702160089 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1100 GMT 17 Feb 8&9 


{Helmut Oppletal report] 


[Text] Sam Nujoma, who was born in 1929, has been 
engaged in the political struggle for the independence of 
the former German colony South-West Africa for 4 
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decades. During the past few weeks, following the sign- 
ing of the Angola-Namibia peace agreement, the South- 
V. st African People’s Organizztion [SWAPO] has above 
all tried to secure the dispatch of a strong UN monitoring 
unit. Austrians are also highly welcome to SWAPO 
Chairman Sam Nujoma, who describes former UN Sec- 
retary General Waldheim as an old friend. 


{Begin Nujyoma recording, in English with superimposed 
German translation] Personally, SWAFO would very 
much welcome the participation of Austria, a neutral state, 
in the UN peace-keeping force. We have also appealed to 
the Austrian Government to submit a fiaancial offer to the 
United Nations so that the UN forces can operate success- 
fully in Namibia. [end Nujoma recording] 


In the middle of January, the five permanent members of 
the UN Security Council decided to reduce the strength 
of the planned UN force from 7,500 to about 4,500 
soldiers for financial reasons. Sam Nujoma is now con- 
cerned that the UN forces might be too weak to exercise 
efficient control in Namibia, and that the South Afri- 
cans, who will continue to be present in Namibia in 
military and political terms until the planned elections 
on | November, might try to manipulate the outcome of 
the parliamentary elections in their favor and to the 
disadvantage of SWAPO. Will SWAPO respect the elec- 
tion results in any case? 


[Begin Nujoma recording] Yes, if the conditions for a 
peaceful electoral process, which we are demanding now, 
are created. This means that an adequate military com- 
ponent must exist during the UN interim administra- 
tion, which is able to create a peaceful climate to ensure 
that all citizens in Namibia can go to the polls, irrespec- 
tive of their race and color, to elect their parliament and 
shape their future destiny. [end recording] 


Sam Nujoma is convinced that SWAPO will win the 
elections. The Namibians know who has struggled for 
their freedom and independence for decades, namely 
SWAPO. He does not now want to speculate about 
possible coalitions after the elections with the moderate 
multiracial German Turnhalle Alliance, which, for 
example, is recognized by South Africa. Asked about 
economic-political measures that a SWAPO government 
would take first and how much socialism the left-leaning 
liberation movement plans for Namibia, he states: 


[Begin Nujyoma recording] The first measure that an inde- 
pendent Namibia under a SWAPO government would take 
is to initiate a policy of self-reliance, particularly in agri- 
culture, to produce sufficient food for our people. As far as 
state planning is concerned, | think we will introduce a 
mixed economic system, with joint ventures with foreign 
companies. The foreign firms that are now exploiting our 
mineral resources together with the apartheid regime will 
have to conclude new agreements with independent Nami- 
bia that are based or mitual understanding, respect, and 
advantages for both sides. Today Namibia's mineral 
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resources are simply taken away from our country, while 
children in Namibia are suffering from malnutrition, have 
no education, and lack adequate medical care. This will 
change. [end recording] 


When does SWAPO leader Sam Nujoma plan to return 
to the capital of Windhoek from his exile? 


[Begin Nujoma recording] I will be there as soon as the 
UN monitoring force arrives in Namibia. The death 
sentence that was passed in my absence in South Africa 
continues to be valid. I think I will return at the end of 
May or the beginning of June. [end recording] 


SWAPO Defector Provides Details on Bases 
MB2002172689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1711 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Text] Windhoek Feb 20 SAPA—Information that a 
SWAPO defector has given to the South-West Africa 
Territory Force (SWATF) about SWAPO bases south of 
the 16th parallel was discussed at a emsrgency meeting 
of the Joint Military Monitoring Force [name as 
received] (JMMC) yesterday, SWATF said in a state- 
ment to SAPA tonight. 


The statement said the defector, Simon Shilongo, 22, 
had waiked 90km from Peu-Peu in Angola on February 
11 to surrender himself to SWATF. SWATF said the 
Angolan/C-:San delegation of the JMMC said it could do 
nothing as the jurisdiction of the JMMC stretches only a 
kilometre on either side of the border between the two 
countries. The matter had been referred to a “second 
level meeting” to be held on February 22. 


Shilongo, a section leader of the so-called “Red Square” 
Battalion, told SWATF he had deserted because of bad 
conditions in the SWAPO camps, a lack of food and 
clothing and bad treatment from both SWAPO and the 
Cubans. 


“Peu-Peu is about 90kms from the border between 
South-West Africa/Namibia and Angola and is more 
than 60 kms from the 16th parallel, which lies about 
150km from the border. 


“According to Shilongo, SWAPO still has the following 
bases south of the 16th parallel: 


The s-<alled “Operational Commanding Headquarters 
(OCHYQ)” at Peu-Peu; 


The “Red Square” battalion which is used to protect the 
above-mentioned headquarters; 


The headquarters of the western area, north of Peu-Peu; 


The headquarters of the central area, about 200 meters 
from the OCHQ at Peu-Peu; 
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The Ongehete clinic for SWAPO terrorists west of 
Xangongo. 


The Katanga logistics unit northwest of Xangongo. 


“Numerous complaints which in the past were referred 
to the Angolan/Cuban delegation for investigation 
achieved no success because of the apparent unwilling- 
ness of the Angolans and the Cubans to investigate them. 


“Some of the inforination provided by the terrorist 
Shilongo when he surrendered himself on 11 February 
indicates that SWAPO is sending trained terrorists to 
Lubango for training as political commissars. 


“SWAPO plans sending these terrorists into SWA/Na- 
mibia with the so-called refugees to launch political 
actions to influence the population. 


“Shilongo also alleged that the SWAPO leaders are living 
the good life while the common members suffer.” 


When he left SWA/Namibia in 1980, instead of being 
sent to a better school, he was used as a labourer and 
after that trained as a terrorist for operations against 
UNITA. 


“According to him, the Cubans who regularly visited 
SWAPO bases would swap clothes taken from civilians 
for food at these bases. They also regularly at:ssed 
women in the SWAPO bases,” the statement said. 


Chief of UN Police Force Arrives in Windhoek 
MB1702144689 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] The head of the police contingent that will be 
attached to the UN Transitional Assistance Group, or 
UNTAG, in South-West Africa/Namibia, Commissioner 
(Steven Funning), has arrived in Windhoek. Commis- 
sioner (Funning) was accompanied by a UN legal advisor, 
Ms (Rachel Mayunga), who is from the Cote d'Ivoire. 


Radio RSA’s political news staff reports that the two 
officials arrived in Windhoek only hours -fter the UN 
Security Council had approved the final ena... * reso- 
lution to set in motion tne independence process for the 
territory. 


Commissioner (Funning), who wili jead a UN force of 
500 policemen in South-West Africa/Namibia, is to have 
talks with the head of the South-West Africa/Namibia 
police force, General Dolf Gouws, this weekend. Com- 
missioner (Funning) said the task of the UN police 
contingent during the transition to independence would 
be to monitor the law enforcement operations of the 
South-West Africa police force. 


Zimbabwe 


Editorial Ws«-as Against Naivete Over Apartheid 
MB1602123289 Harare THE HERALD in English 
9 Feb 89 p& 


[Editorial] 
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[Text] With so much talk of peace in Southern Africa 
these days against the background of the accords on 
Angola and Namibia there are rising expectations that a 
new era is in the offing in the region and that the 
apartheid regime is on the verge of, if not already turning 
over, a new leaf. 


Now our enemies can be forgiven and excused for 
wanting this kind of thinking to take hold in order to 
disarm the people psychologically and ultimately physi- 
cally for the benefit of the South African racist state. 


But the people of this region and their leadership have no 
right whatsoever to allow naivete to influence their 
attitudes towards the apartheid regime. We maintain 
that the main issue in the region is neither Angola nor 
Mozambique but the apartheid regime, which is the 
stumbling block to genuine peace in Southern Africa. 


Angola and Mozambique are sovereign states that have 
to a greater extent than the other Frontline States fallen 
prey to the vicious tactics of military destabilisation 
unleashed by Pretoria. 


The apartheid regime’s principal aim was to install in 
Luanda and Maputo regimes subservient to Pretoria in 
order to build a wall of protection around racist South 
Africa, and thus weaken the internal front of resistance 
against apartheid. 


With the defeat of South Africa at Cuito Cuanavale, that 
objective was thwarted and Pretoria now has to quit not 
only Angola but Namibia as well. But having suffered a 
military setback, the apartheid regime is now attempting 
to launch a so-called diplomatic “peace offensive” to win 
for its surrogates of the MNR and UNITA, places in the 
governments of Luanda and Maputo, with the aim of 
diluting the independence policies of those governments. 


Recently some of our own MPs have said that the Mozam- 
bican Government should talk to the MNR bandits to 
settle the security crisis in that country. But as the Minister 
of Defence, Cde Enos Nkala, has correctly said, only the 
Mozambican Government can make that decision in its 
own time and on its own judgment of the situation. 


The Government of Zimbabwe would have to respect 
such a decision just as Harare respected the Nkomati 
Accords, which Pretoria never honoured in the slightest. 


But what really is alarming is that Zimbabwean MPs 
elected from parties that fought for liberation, should be 
preaching defeatism and expressing views that concur with 
those of the racist leaders of South Africa on such a vital 
political issue of both regional and continental dimen- 
sions. There is no way the African people of Southern 
Africa as a whole will ever escape our fate of involvement 
in the struggle to overthrow the apartheid regime. 
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What is required under these circumstances is not 
defeatism or appeasement but a disposition on the part 
of the Frontline States and the people of the whole region 
to defend themselves against Pretoria. 


These MPs are making utterances that are only sending 
wrong signals to the apartheid regime which will give a 
misleading image of the Zimbabwean Government and 
adversely affect the morale of the struggling masses in 
South Africa. 


Over 74,000 Mozambican Refugees in Country 
MB1902144089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1428 GMT 19 Feb 89 


[Text] Harare Feb 19 SAPA—The population of refugees 
in Zimbabwe as at the beginning of this year was 
estimated at 74,484 of whom 74,173 are Mozambicans 
displaced as a result of the havoc wrought in their 
country by MNR bandits, the national news agency 
ZIANA reports. 


The figures are contained in the latest ““Country Briefing 
Note” compiled by the United Nations High Commis- 
sion for Refugees [UNHCR] whose programmes are 
supported by non-governmental organisations and Zim- 
babwe’s Labour Ministry. The report estimated thai 
there could be 100,000 spontaneous-settled Mozambi- 
cans in the southeast, but the rest were located in four 
rural camps at Nyamatikiti, Mazowe River Bridge, 
Nyangombe and Thngogara. 


“Whereas at first most of those who sought asylum were 
victims of drought and famine, those who have entered 
Zimbabwe in the last four years have been victims of the 
banditry of the MNR and most come from areas of 
Mozambique bordering with Zimbabwe,” said the report. 


Shortage of land for agriculture, added the report, lim- 
ited the number of refugees who could engage in that 
activity and in turn, this had meant that the refugees 
would continue to receive food for an indefinite period. 


Work started on a new camp site at Chambuta in 
Chiredzi and an estimated 20,000, mostly new arrivals, 
would be accommodated there while reducing pressure 
on the other camps. 


Initially the four main camps were estimated to have a 
total holding capacity of 25,000 but the present figure of 
more than 74,000 shows a dire need for more land. 
“Discussions continue with the Zimbabwe authorities 
on the possibilities of opening more camps to cater for 
increasing number,” said the report. 


The UNHCR this year committed almost ZD 7.6 million 
for assistance to rural Mozambican refugees. 


The report said that an estimated 311 “urban” refugees 
were located in Harare and Bulawayo, the majority of 
them being South Africans but including Malawians, 
Namibians and Ugandans as well. 
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Benin 


Libyan Diplomat Implicated in Coup Attempt 
a Paris AFP in English 0728 GMT 
14 Feb 89 


[Text] Cotonou, Feb 14 (AFP)—A former Beninese intel- 
ligence chief implicated a Libyan diplomat in an attempt 
in June last year to overthrow President Mathieu Kerekou, 
as he gave evidence to a packed courtroom here Monday, 
a reliable source said. The intelligence officer, Captain 
Fousseini Gomina, was one of four suspects who went on 
trial here Monday before Benin’s state security court on 
charges arising from the coup attempt. The other defen- 
dants were Major-General Kerekou’s former aide-de- 
camp, Captain Amadou Abdouramane, another Beninese 
national, Hama Bio Soumaila, and a Mauritanian 
national, Ahmed Kadi Youba. 


Capt. Gomina alleged that the former head of the Libyan 
diplomatic mission to Benin, Ismael Aboussetha, had 
provided funds and arms for the coup attempt, but 
added that Mr. Aboussetha was operating on his own 
initiative. He said that the idea had been to assassinate 
Maj.-Gen. Kerekou, present the Army with a fait accom- 
pli and call for a change in the Marxist-Leninist line 
adopted by the head of state in 1974. 


Capt. Gomina added that the coup had been planned for 
June 21, but postponed because it was seen as too risky. 
He claimed that Mr. Aboussetha had said he would kill 
the president himself if the plotters were frightened. 


The four who appeared in court Monday were arrested 
on June 22, shortly before Maj.-Gen Kerekou left for a 
regional economic meeting in neighbouring Togo. Mr. 
Aboussetha left Benin on July | last year. 


A fifth suspect sought in connection with the coup, 
Beninese businessman Doulosimi Moudachirou, fled 
and is still at large. 


Fiji Prime Minister Comments on Trade Ties 
AB1902215889 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 19 Feb 89 


[Excerpts] Fiji Prime Minister Sir Ratu Kamisese Mara 
made a technical stopover in Cotonou yesterday evening 
on his way from Brazzaville, where he attended the min- 
isterial round table conference between the African, Car- 
ibbean, and Pacific [ACP] countries and EEC that are 
linked by the Lome Convention. The prime minister, who 
is also the ACP chairman, was welcomed at the Cadjehoun 
International Airport of Cotonou by a party and state 
delegation led by Roger Imorou Garba, the first deputy 
speaker of the National Revolutionary Assembly. Ques- 
tioned on the possibility of bilateral economic relations, 
Sir Mara stated that his country could cooperate with 
Benin in the oil sector if the distance between the two 
countries were not so considerable. [passage omitted] 
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The Gambia 


PLO’s ‘Arafat, Jawara Attend Celebrations 
AB1802184889 Paris AFP in French 1350 GMT 
18 Feb 89 


[Text] Banjul, 18 Feb (AFP)—Mr Yasir ‘Arafat, chair- 
man of the PLO Executive Council, who arrived in 
Banjul yesterday, has attended a civilian and military 
celebration marking the 24th anniversary of Gambia’s 
independence. The ceremony, which was presided over 
by Gambian President Dawda Jawara, was held in the 
presence of Senegalese Foreign Minister Ibrahima Fall, 
Gambian political personalities, and the diplomatic 
corps. At the end of the ceremony, the 30,000 standing 
spectators warmly applauded the Palestinian leader, who 
is expected to have a discussion with President Jawara 
this afternoon and to address a press conference before 
his departure. Mr ‘Arafat is on an African tour and is 
visiting Gambia for the first time since the proclamation 
of the State of Palestine last November. He has already 
been to Senegal and Ghana. 


Jawara Grants Amnesty; Political Parties Rejoin 
AB1802221289 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 18 Feb 89 


{Excerpts}; The main opposition party, the National 
Convention Party, will soon rejoin the ruling People’s 
Progress Party. This was speculated today in the official 
newspaper, the GAMBIAN TIMES. According to that 
paper, this rapprochement is part of the process of 
improved relations between the two parties in Gambia. 


The departure of Mr Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of the PLO 
Executive Committee, was announced today. He left 
Banjul this afternoon after addressing a press conference 
in the Gambian capital. During his visit to Gambia, the 
PLO leader hoisted the Palestinian flag in front of the 
Embassy of Palestine at Bakaul on the outskirts of the 
Gambian capital. [passage omitted] 


Also in Gambia, we announce the amnesty granted to 50 
prisoners—50 common prisoners, not political prison- 
ers—by President Dawda Jawara. Many of these prison- 
ers participated in the coup attempt against the regime of 
President Dawda Jawara in July 1981. This measure is 
said to have been announced on the anniversary of 
Gambia’s independence, which, as you know, was cele- 
brated today. [passage omitted] 


Ghana 


Rawlings Speaks at Reception for PLO’s ‘Arafat 
AB1702102389 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant 
Rawlings, has said that the struggle of the Palestinians 
should serve as a reminder to the Jewish people of what 
it is like to be without a state. He was speaking at a 
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reception for the chairman of the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization, Mr Yasir ‘Araf>*, at the State House in 
Accra last night. He said Ghanaians have read biblical 
stories of the plight of the Jews and have sympathized 
with the sufferings endured by the Jewish people, pzrtic- 
ularly from Nazi persecution, and have questioned how 
a people with such recent experiences of inhuman treat- 
ment from others should themselves turn to perpetrate 
such acts on another people. Chairman Rawlings said 
Ghanaians see a bitter paradox in the atrocities commit- 
ted against the Palestinians. He said all the children of 
God, whether Jews, Arabs, Africans, Asians or Europe- 
ans can accommodate themselves better on earth if they 
can ali learn to live in peace and to respect the dignity 
and humanity of each other. 


Chairman Ff awlings observed that several initiatives of 
peace are giving hope to the world. However, this new 
hope will quickly fade if it is seen only in practice’ ‘erms. 
The leader of the revolution called on all nations .o take 
it upon themselves to build firmer foundations for world 
peace. He said all notions of bias and bigotry must be 
discarded, adding that there cannot be solid basis for 
peace if children of some races are taught to see other 
races as inferior or evil. Flight Lt Rawlings emphasized 
that there is no place for racism and racist ideology in a 
world in which all people are respected and allowed to 
develop their full personalities. He said the fight for 
peace demands an attack on the world economic order 
which perpetuates the exploitation of the resources of 
one part of the world, leaving it saddled in debts, 
dehumanized, and impoverished, only to create luxury 
and affluence for the other part. Chairman Rawlings is of 
the view that in the advent of a new era, the sources of 
the world must be utilized jointly for the improvement 
of the life of all people, while preserving the common 
heritage of all nations. 


Replying, Mr ‘Arafat noted that Ghana and her people are 
struggling against the common enemy of racism, imperial- 
ism, and Zionism. The PLO leader expressed the satisfac- 
tion that other peoples of the world are supporting the 
Palestinians in their struggle for a just and comprehensive 
settlement in the Middle East. He gave the assurance that 
the Palestinians will continue to struggle for their rights to 
exist as a Palestinian state, notwithstanding the problems, 
losses, and impediments they will face in creating their just 
and peaceful nation. In place of a toast at the reception, a 
minute of silence and prayers were said in rememberance 
of the fallen heroes of Palestine and for world peace. 


[passage omitted] 


Paper on Significance of Visit 
AB1602101889 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[From the “Press Review’’] 
[Text] The GHANAIAN TIMES comments on the visit 


to Ghana today of the chairman of the Palestine Liber- 
ation Organization, Mr Yasir ‘Arafat. The paper says 
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during the visit Mr ‘Arafat will have a lot of common 
grounds to share, that is, the ground of the courtyard of 
revolution and the ground of support for all nationalists 
struggling for freedom. 


In the view of the TIMES, it is the law of revolution that 
all revolutionaries support one another. Therefore, when 
Mr ‘Arafat meets the revolutionary organs during his 
visit, the meeting will not only promote the forging of a 
progressive alliance against imperialism, racism, and 
Zionism, but also it will be revolutionaries meeting 
revolutionaries and freedom fighters meeting freedom 
fighters for the sake of world peace based on justice and 
equality. The TIMES points out that Mr ‘Arafat does not 
represent himself or the Palestinians alone, but the 
dignity and honor of the Arab world and the blood that 
runs in the veins of all freedom fighters everywhere who 
are fighting to liberate their homelands. 


The paper says Mr ‘Arafat’s latest peace initiative has 
astonished the world and turned the tables on the head of 
the Israel Government and unmasked once and for all 
the true nature of the aggressive policy of the Israeli 
rulers. The TIMES recalls how Israeli rulers responded 
to Mr ‘Arafat’s peace offer by assassinating Abu Jihad in 
Tunis, and by bombarding the PLO headgarters in an 
effort to kill Mr ‘Arafat, and says it is these same forces 
that fueled the problem in South Africa, in both cases 
using racism and arming racists to suppress the human 
rights of the vast majority of the people. For this reason, 
the TIMES reminds all anti-imperialist forces to bear in 
mind that they have a logical interest in the success of the 
freedom fighters of the Middle East and southern Africa. 


Communique Issued 
AB1702140389 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Ghana and the state of Palestine have reaf- 
firmed the need for convening an international confer- 
ence on the Middle East under the auspices of the United 
Nations with the participation of all the parties involved 
in the conflict. This is contained in a communique 
signed by the chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant 
Rawlings, and the chairman of the PLO, Mr Yasir 
‘Arafat, at the end of the Palestinian leader’s 2-day 
official visit to Ghana. 


The two leaders reaffirmed their belief that there can be 
no just and lasting peace in the Middle East until the 
rights of the Palestinian people are recognized, including 
their right to self-determination and to a homeland. 
Chairman Rawlings and Mr ‘Arafat hailed the uprising 
in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and deplored 
Israel’s act of terror and the brutal repression of the 
Palestinian people. They further condemned Israel’s 
sinister settlement policy which has led to the arbitrary 
confiscation of land from the Arab Palestinians with the 
clear intention of annexing the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. The two leaders also reiterated the call for the 
immediate and unconditional withdrawal of the Israeli 
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occupation forces from all Lebanese territory and called 
on Israel to respect the national unity, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity of Lebanon. 


Chairman Rawlings and Mr ‘Arafat noted with satisfac- 
tion the existing excellent bilateral relations between 
Ghana and the PLO and agreed on the need for frequent 
consultations between them in order to coordinate their 
policies and promote closer cooperation and under- 
standing between the two states. They underlined the 
importance of Afro-Arab cooperation and called for an 
early convening of the second Afro-Arab summit to deal 
with common problems. 


The two leaders welcomed the peace talks between 
Angola, Cuba, South Africa, and the United States and 
hoped it would lead to peace in Angola and indepen- 
dence for Namibia. They condemned the continued state 
of emergency in South Africa under which people are 
being detained without trial. The two leaders also paid 
tribute to the heroic struggle of South Africa for the 
Struggle they are waging against the evil system of 
apartheid. Mr Yasir ‘Arafat said that all that the Pales- 
tinian people are asking for is the implementation of the 
UN resolution which calls for a two-stage solution of the 
Palestinian-Israeli issue. [passage omitted] 


Team Leaves for Cuba To Study Housing 
AB1802201589 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 18 Feb 89 


[Text] A six-member technical team has left Accra for 
Havana to study how Cuba solved her housing problem. It 
is led by the chief administrator of the Social Security and 
National Insurance Trust [SSNIT], Mr Henry Dei. Briefing 
newsmen before the delegation left, the acting secretary for 
works and housing, Dr Charles Boadu, who saw the team 
off, said Ghana is seeking Cuba's assistance in the housing 
sector under a trade protocol between the two countries. 
He said the delegation will specifically study resource 
mobilization, financing of housing units, and examine the 
structural system and man2gement methods. Dr Boadu 
disclosed that a Cuban team of housing experts will visit 
Ghana later this year to train Ghanaians. 


8 Illegal Foreign Herdsmen Arrested 
AB1602211289 Accra Domestic Servce in English 
2000 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] Eight hundred cattle and five herdsmen, who 
entered the country illegally, have been rounded up at 
Doninga, a village in the (Aburisa) District of the Upper 
East Region. Disclosing this to newsmen at Fandama, 
the assembly member-elect for Doninga, Mr J.A. Akan- 
gniba, said he led a team of militiamen and members of 
the local CDR’s [Committees for the Defense of the 
Revolution] to undertake the operation when farmers in 
the area reported the presence of the herdsmen. He said 
a report has been made to the regional deputy secretary 
for agriculture, Mr Godsia Bello. 
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Mr Akangniba said militiamen are taking care of the 
seized cattle while the herdsmen are in police custody. 
Last year, the government ordered all alien herdsmen 
and their cattle out of the country under an exercise 
codenamed “Operation Cow Leg.” 


Ivory Coast 


President Addresses Diplomats on Trade Issues 
AB1802085889 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] In keeping with the wish he expressed during the 
presentation of New Year's greetings by the diplomatic 
corps and official national organizations on 24 January of 
this year, President Houphouet-Boigny this morning met 
the members of the diplomatic corps accredited to Ivory 
Coast at the presidential palace. Bernard Ake reports: 


[Ake] Indeed, in the course of the meeting, which was 
attended by members of the cabinet and other state 
dignitaries, the president of the Republic once again 
spelt out Ivory Coast’s position regarding the serious 
economic problems of the moment. The key elements 
are the prices of primary products, the foreign debt of 
developing countries, and international cooperation. For 
2 hours, the head of state gave specifics to make the 
ambassadors aware of the painful and thorny problem of 
economic trade between the developed countries and the 
developing countries, a trade that today is characterized 
by selfishness, ingratitude, injustice, and thoughtless- 
ness. The rich get richer while the poor get poorer. A 
quantity of raw materials is sold to Peter, who buys it 
while fixing the price himself. Peter in returns sells to 
you a finished product for | ,000 francs. The head of state 
said this deterioration in the terms of trade is disadvan- 
tageous to countries that produce primary products, 
especially the developing countries, who thus see their 
export earnings considerably reduced. This immediately 
compromises their development plans. Since 1986, Ivory 
Coast has been losing over 600 billion CFA francs a year 
on the sale of its principal export products. 


What country in the world, the head of state complained 
to the ambassadors, can bear such a situation? Despite 
that, we have been able to repay | ,400 billion CFA francs 
over 3 years to our creditors. In the face of this situation, 
the EEC has been trying to help us through the Stabex 
[export stabilization] system, but this aid is minimal as 
compared to our needs. Why must the stock exchange of 
New York, Chicago, Paris, or London fix the price of our 
primary products while that stock exchange does not 
touch European or American wheat sold to the Soviet 
Union? Asked this question, they speak of laws of supply 
and demand. There is no law of supply and demand 
between unequal partners, the head of state replied. The 
head of state concluded that North-South trade must be 
more human and moral. Ivory Coast is bent on making 
its contribution, modest as that may be, toward the 
building of a world built on justice. 
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The apostolic nuncio, Monseigneur Antonio Matiazo, 
expressed thanks to the head of state on behalf of the 
diplomatic corps for this talk on economics and prom- 
ised to support the cause defended by President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny. We will be the faithful messengers to 
our respective governments in bringing your concerns to 
their attention, he said. 


Radio Praises President’s Role in Angola 
AB1402161989 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 14 Feb 89 


[Text] Maybe Angola will soon enjoy peace. UNITA, a 
movement involved in the Angolan conflict, has just 
announced in Paris, France, that it is laying down arms. 
According to a communique issued by Jonas Savimbi’s 
movement, this decision follows mediation by President 
Houphouet-Boigny. According to the UNITA leader, the 
Ivorian head of state has sent a personal letter to Jonas 
Savimbi urging him to put an end to the fighting. 
OQuattara Gnonzie [director of news broadcasts] has 
more on this. 


[Gnonzie] No one—be it in Africa or outside Africa— 
has remained indifferent to this report, which does 
honor to President Houphouet-Boigny and points to the 
efficiency of Ivory Coast’s diplomacy. It has been 
received with worldwide enthusiasm and relief. This is 
because the Angolan war is certainly one of the most 
deadly hotbeds of tension in Afria in the past 14 years. 
Thanks to President Houphouet-Boigny, thousands of 
human lives will be spared and the atrocities, sufferings, 
and misery caused by war will be gradually eliminated. 


Better still, the end of the fratricidal war in Angola will 
undoubtedly have positive effects on all of southern 
Africa. For this reason, one can now state that the 
Ivorian head of state has just launched a process that will 
eliminate that major hotbed of tension, which has been a 
threat to all Africa. It is evident that true to his policy of 
discretion, President Houphouet-Boigny would never 
have publicly announced his role in the southern African 
conflici, especially concerning the Angolan issue. But in 
truth, it is well-known to everybody that since the 
beginning of the hostilities in Angola in 1975, the Ivo- 
rian head of state has worked hard to restore peace 
between the belligerents. 


While others distinguished themselves by denouncing 
this or that movement or political party, the wise man, 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny, chose his path, the sole path, 
which he does not want to leave or deviate from at any 
time. This is the path of dialogue, which has become the 
best one—dialogue and consultations with all the con- 
cerned parties in the Angolan conflict. In fact, it is no 
secret that Angolan political leaders, both from the 
Luanda Government and from the opposition, visited 
Ivory Coast on several occasions during recent years. 
Similarly, the Ivorian head of state has received here on 
Ivorian soil leaders of other countries involved in the 
Angolan conflict—countries without which it would not 
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be possible to find any solution to the problems in 
southern Africa. Mediation that conforms to Ivory 
Coast’s diplomacy is needed to achieve this. The Ivory 
Coast wants to be everyone’s friend and noone’s enemy. 
In a nutshell, the courageous announcement made in 
Paris by the UNITA leadership once again demonstrates 
the usefulness of President Houphouet-Boigny’s action 
all over the world. 


Nigeria 


Deliberations on Cabinet Reshuffle Completed 
AB2002184189 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Text] The Armed Forces Ruling Council has concluded 
deliberations on new ministerial appointments. Presi- 
dent Ibrahim Babangida disclosed this today while 
speaking to State House correspondenis at the end of the 
meeting of the council. He said that unlike in the last 
cabinet reshuffle, the affected ministers will be informed 
before the new appointments were made public. The 
president gave assurance that he would speak to the 
present ministers and thank them for their service before 
the new cabinet will be announced. 


Commenting on the appeal for clemency for the jailed 
NEPA [National Electric Power Authority] officials, he 
said that a report of the tribunal had not been sent to the 
Armed Forces Ruling Council for its consideration. 


The minister of defense and chairman, joint chiefs of 
staff, Lieutenant General Domkat Bali, was sworn in 
today before the commencement of the council’s meet- 
ing. He was unavoidably absent last Monday [13 Febru- 
ary] when other members of the reconstituted body were 
sworn in. 


Meets OAU’s Oumarou on Namibia 
AB1102222589 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 11 Feb 89 


[Text] The Federal Government says it has not changed 
its strong opposition to the Government of South Africa 
despite the change of leadership in that country. Presi- 
dent Ibrahim Babangida stated this today at Dodan 
Barracks when he received the OAU secretary general, 
Mr Ide Oumarou, after General Babangida disclosed 
that Nigeria was considering the proposal that an African 
contingency force be sent to Namibia to help in the 
maintenance of law and order in the event of a cutdown 
in the size of the UN force during the transitional period. 
Such a gesture, he pointed out, would demonstrate to the 
rest of the world that Africa was serious in its determi- 
nation to ensure Namibia’s independence and [words 
indistinct}. 


Mr Oumarou had earlier informed President Babangida 
that SWAPO and the OAU secretariat were worried that 
the cut in the size of the UN force would give South 
Africa the opportunity to manipulate the elections in 
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Namibia. They also discussed the OAU’s decision to 
convene a meeting of its ad hoc committee in March to 
harmonize its members’ stand on the problems in South 
Africa, including incursions by the racists into the Front- 
line States. The OAU secretary general thanked Presi- 
dent Babangida for Nigeria’s contribution to the con- 
struction of an OAU conference hall in Addis Ababa, 
adding that the secretariat now had about US$10 million 
for the project. In an interview with State House corre- 
spondents, the OAU secretary general said that the only 
way to reduce the debt problems of the continent was for 
African states to increase economic solidarity among 
themselves. He said the OAU was in support of African 
countries paying back their debts, but that the repayment 
must not be to the detriment of the continent’s develop- 
ment. On food scarcity, Mr Oumarou said the solution 
lay with individual countries, stressing that the best 
approach was the development of rural areas. 


Babangida Receives Australian Foreign Minister 
AB1602113789 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Text] Nigeria has called on the international community 
not to be deceived by the cosmetic change in the leadership 
of South Africa. President Ibrahim Babangida, who made 
the call today, noted that the utterances of the new South 
African leader, Mr Frederick De Klerk, have shown that he 
could not initiate any meaningful reform on apartheid. 
The president was speaking when he received the visiting 
Australian minister of foreign affairs and trade, Senator 
Gareth Evans, at Dodan Barracks. 


General Babangida referred, in particular, to Mr De 
Klerk’s reported stand against the principle of one-man- 
one-vote and his continued support for the obnoxious 
Group Area Act, which has formed the cornerstone of 
the apartheid system. He therefore urged all countries of 
the world to intensify pressure on the racist regime 
through economic sanctions and diplomatic isolation. 
President Babangida and Senator Gareth also discussed 
ways of improving relations between Nigeria and Aus- 
tralia, especially in the area of trade. 


Babangida Addresses Catholic Bishops 
AB1802122289 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 18 Feb 89 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida has asked religious 
leaders in the country to break new ground in the discharge 
of their responsibilities to the people. In a goodwill mes- 
sage to the plenary meeting of the Catholic bishops of 
Nigeria, which ended yesterday in Lagos, General 
Babangida said that religious leaders should go beyond the 
ministering to the spiritual only by paying attention to the 
material needs of their flocks. The president urged the 
bishops to take the lead in establishing the Caritas of 
Nigeria, an organization geared toward catering for the 
poor. He stressed the need for the establishment of a 
prominent forum for dialogue among the various religious 
groups as a means of attaining peace, justice, unity, and 


WEST AFRICA 


national development. Gen Babangida reiterated that the 
present administration would neither adopt any religion as 
a state religion nor show favoritism toward any religion or 
religious organization. 


Chief of General Staff on Religious Tolerance 
AB1902221889 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 19 Feb 89 


[Text] The chief of General Staff, Vice Admiral Augustus 
Aikhomu, has said that the Federal Government will 
always promote religious tolerance and peaceful coexist- 
ence in the country. He said the government will ensure 
that Nigeria remains a secular state where everybody is 
free to practice the religious of his choice without fear, 
intimidation, or hindrance. 


In an address at the interreligious service to mark the 
silver jubilee of the Nigeria Defense Academy in Kaduna 
yesterday, Vice Adm Aikhomu remarked that in spite of 
their different religious denominations, the vast major- 
ity of Nigerians were tolerant of one another. The chief 
of General Staff, however, emphasized the need for those 
he described as extremists to be reeducated about the 
injunctions of the major religions, which preach peace. 
Vice Adm Aikhomu read the first lesson of the service. 


Governor Warns on ‘Secret Political Activities’ 
AB2002102389 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Any town union in Imo State that engages in 
secret political activities will be proscribed. Musa Isa 
reports from Oweri that Governor Emadi Ikwechegh 
gave the warning at a meeting with chairmen and secre- 
taries of towns in the state. 


[Begin recording] Governor Ikwechegh also warned the 
union leaders that they should not allow their organiza- 
tions to be (?campaigning in the ranks) of political 
aspirants. He stated that any community has the right to 
hold whatever political opinion or whichever political 
association when the ban on political activities has been 
lifted, but nobody should use the town union to bulldoze 
individuals into joining one group or another. The 
governor further explained that those who wish to aspire 
to a political office have the right to do so as long as they 
are constitutionally qualified and they pursue their 
ambition in line with the condition of the daily laws of 
the land, stating that one party’s rights must not infringe 
another’s. Governor Ikwechgh also warned that Nigeri- 
ans have the responsibility of ensuring that we do not 
repeat our sad history, stating that we must lay a strong 
(?emphasis on) law, stability, and uninterrupted 
progress. He expressed concern that some communities 
in the state have been engaged in serious disputes 
between some unions and other forces of local authori- 
ties, explaining that sometimes these disputes have 
arisen because of personal ambition and (?misunder- 
standing). [passage omitted] [end recording] 
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Lagos College Students Protest Death 
AB1402180289 Dakar PANA in English 1800 GMT 
14 Feb 89 


[Text] Lagos, 14 Feb (NAN/PANA)—Students of the 
Lagos State College of Education Ijanikin, on the out- 
skirts of Lagos, Tuesday continued their protest over the 
death of one of their colleagues, blocking the flow of 
traffic on the Lagos-Badagry Expressway and setting 
used tyres on fire. The protesting students, dressed in 
black and brandishing leaves and palm fronds, comman- 
dered vehicles from their owners during their march to 


Lagos metropolis. 


Earlier reports said that two students were run down by 
a Customs Department vehicle at the college’s gate on 
Monday, but one of them later died, resulting in a 
spontaneous reaction from their colleagues. 


A [word indistinct] told NAN that the students later 
[words indistinct] post close to the institution, seizing 
customs officers’ uniforms, caps, and handcuffs. 
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Ilorin University Students To Return to Campus 
AB1I802221889 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 18 Feb 89 


[Text] Students of the University of Ilorin, who were 
ordered to commence an intersemester break in the wake 
of clashes between them and the university authorities 2 
weeks ago, have been directed to return to campus. The 
registrar of the institution, Mr Abdelkadir Alao, said in a 
statement that all the students were expected to return 
early for lectures on Monday [20 February]. The stu- 
dents had, on the 29th of last month, barricaded the two 
main gates of the campus of the university, setting tires 
abaze, and chanting solidarity songs in protest against 
the university’s expulsion order on some of their col- 
leagues. The suspended students, who were executive 
members of the student union, had earlier been man- 
dated by the members to issue a 48-hour ultimatum to 
the university to find a genuine solution to what they 
described as deplorable food conditions and transport 
arrangements. The spate of clashes that followed com- 
pelled the university to lift the order and commence the 
inter-semester break. 
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